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USE OF GOAL-ORIENTED IMAGERY STRATEGY
ON A PSYCHOKINETIC TASK
WITH “SELECTED’”’ SUBJECTS

by Michael J. Nanko

Psychokinesis (PK) is the paranormal influence upon a
physical object or situation at times by intention of an
observer. A variety of sophisticated ways of studying PK in
the laboratory have been reported in the parapsychological
literature. The number and type of PK target objects range
from the early use of dice, metal balls and coins, to radioac-
tive emissions, magnometers, and computer systems. Within
this voluminous research there is rarely a mention of the
strategies employed by the observers (subjects) when attemp-
ting a PK task.

Recent experiments by Morris, Nanko and Phillips (1978)
approached this problem by assigning visualization strategies
to subjects. These visualization strategies were derived from a
survey of the popular literature on psychic development. The
advice secured in this survey of 74 books representing 57
authors was extracted and pinpointed down to common
themes that occurred throughout the books (Morris, 1976).

Morris et al. (1978) using a binary random generating
device as the PK target, found that observers instructed to use
a ‘‘goal-oriented’’ imagery strategy had a hit rate significant-
ly greater than that produced by observers instructed to use a
‘“‘process-oriented”” imagery strategy. The goal-oriented
strategy was very basic and direct whereas, the process-
oriented strategy required a more elaborate visualization
work-up.

This result of higher scoring for the goal-oriented strategy
was found whether the observer was assigned to experimental
conditions or had a choice of imagery strategy (as evidenced
in a follow-up study).

The present study was aimed at further exploration of the
goal-oriented imagery strategy on similar PK attempts by 10
persons selected from the Morris et al. (1978) experiments.
The criterion for selection was based on whether the in-
dividual had ‘“above’’ chance scoring on a prior PK task, felt
comfortable generating goal-oriented imagery, and had the
time and willingness to participate in another experiment.



APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

The equipment used for the present study was the same
used in the Morris et al (1978) study. It is a four-module
multi-purpose testing system designed for a variety of parap-
sychological research (See Placer, Morris and Phillips, 1976,
for a detailed description of the available functions). It main-
tains an internally generated source of random binary deci-
sions by amplifying Zener diode noise with a two-transistor
amplifier, then converting the amplified noise to logic levels
with an LM 339 comparator. The resulting logic signal is then
divided by two to insure that equal time is spent in the high
and low states. This random logic signal oscillates at frequen-
cies up to about 200kHz and it can be sampled and clocked
into a shift register whenever a new random decision is
desired. A counter-decoder sequencing circuit interfaces this
information with a display to the subject and a counter which
tallies the number of trials (decisions) and the number of hits
(trials in which the decision matched the preselected outcome
registered on the special console).

The present study used a display for the subject that con-
sisted of a ring of sixteen lights, each light being a red LED
that was 0.4 cm. in diameter. The entire ring was seven cm in
diameter. The binary random decisions were employed to ad-
vance the illuminated light one step clockwise or counter-
clockwise, thus producing a ‘‘random walk’’ back and forth
on the circle. The hit counter had been preset to count only
clockwise steps as hits. Therefore, when the target goal is to
move the lights in the clockwise direction, a higher score is
desired. Since only the clockwise steps are counted as hits,
when the counterclockwise direction is the target direction a
low score is desired.

The procedure for each session was as follows. In session
one, subjects were asked to meet with the experimenter and
practice maintaining imagery for 2-5 minutes at a time and
were re-introduced to the apparatus. For the experimental
session each subject was taken down the hall to a room, two
rooms away from the experimental apparatus and was seated
comfortably in front of the subject console and the circle of
lights. The subject was shown how to initiate a run by
depressing a button on the console so that the illuminated
LED would shift around the circle 256 consecutive times at a
rate of one shift every second. As was the case with their prior



participation, the task was to bias the lights for each run of
256 trials in either the clockwise (CW) or counter-clockwise
(CCW) direction depending on the instructions given to them
in a concealed envelope. There were 8 such envelopes, each of
which contained a specific order of directions (CW and
CCW) for each of the 10 runs (the length of the experimental
session). This order was counterbalanced for direction within
the 10 runs such that each subject would be asked for half of
the runs te influence the lights in the CW direction and CCW
for half of the runs. Each of the 8 envelopes contained a dif-
ferent order of directions. A sample target was used to il-
lustrate these points to the subject.

The subject at this time was also asked to relax through
deep-breathing exercises and to practice their imagery until
they felt comfortable with it and were able to generate a vivid
image at will. The subjects were told that this imagery
strategy had been suggested by a search of the literature and
that it was felt by this investigator that it would be useful for
the present task.

The subject was reminded to take a few minutes to build up
imagery between runs and then was shown the target
envelope which contained the experimental target order. The
target order for each session was chosen by a sub-
experimenter not involved with the study. The other seven
target envelopes were kept in a drawer in yet another ex-
perimental room.

Subjects were not informed on the location of the targets,
only that their target envelope was selected randomly from
the set and that the sub-experimenter did not know the target
order. After given a few minutes to prepare, the subject was
instructed over :. one-way intercom to open the target
envelope and when to begin the first run.

When the trial counter on the main console registered 256
trials, the experimenter recorded the number of CW steps
taken (as registered on the hit counter). The subject was
notified at the end of each run of the number just completed
and the number of the next run. At the end of the 10 runs the
experimenter entered the key number of the target onto the
permanent tape, recorded the target directions for all runs,
number of hits and misses, and gave the subject some general
feedback.

At the end of the session a carbon copy of the unscored
target and the REG output was submitted to R. L. Morris for
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independent tallying. Morris would also verify this target
material with the computer permanent tape record. No
discrepancy was found.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The random events generator produced decisions in accor-
dance with the subject’s target instructions (hits) 51% of the
time. There were a total of 10,488 hits out of 20,480 possible
trials. The results of this study demonstrate than an anomaly
in the data did occur highly suggestive of psychokinesis (Z =
2.90, p<«.002). This result would theoretically occur by
chance alone one time in 500.

The present study may be considered a replication of the
Morris et al research due to the fact that the goal-oriented im-
agery continued to facilitate PK-like scoring with selected
subjects. It should be noted that the present experimenter
also served as experimenter for the Morris et al study.
However, an independent researcher has also produced
positive results for the goal-oriented type of imagery strategy
on a similar type of PK task (Levi, 1979).

A well known problem in parapsychological research,
especially of the laboratory, is that the task often becomes
tedious and loses any relevance or meaning for the subject.
This problem is accentuated when automated responses are
involved. The same may be true for the experimenter,
however, the vested interest in obtaining data at any cost
often overrides. It was encouraging to find that subjects in
the present study were able to maintain interest and PK abili-
ty into a second experiment where essentially the same
response task was involved.

An additional aspect of this study has to deal with the rela-
tionship among the experimenter and the subjects. There was
increased communication and openness between both sides
of the experimental situation. Discussion regarding the per-
sonal and universal implications of results were spontaneous-
ly covered both before and after experimental sessions. All
subjecte were encouraged to bring up their concerns about
this line of research. In fact, many participants frequented
the laboratory for further conversations regarding the impact
of parapsychological research on their lives and all offered to
participate in future studies.

It is believed by this investigator that the increased rapport,
partially a result of the humanistic treatment of experimental



participants facilitated a positive psi context, thus leading to
positive results (PK).

Continued efforts are underway by this experimenter to in-
vestigate other performance variables that may affect PK
results. This includes further research into visualization
strategies and other PK conducive states, effective PK targets
and displays, the role of the experimenter, and the
psychological and philosophical concerns of experimental
participants as they relate to PK research.
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Marian Apparitions at Zeitun, Cairo
by
Raymond Bayless

What can easily be described as the greatest of all appari-
tional cases centered about St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox
Church in Zeitun, Cairo, Egypt. The case began during the
night of April 2, 1968 and lasted until the first part of 1971.
Historical notes of the earlier sightings can be found in
several sources but for the purpose of this report, an
authoritative report originally issued May 15, 1968 will be
used. This work is titled St. Mary’s Transfigurations at the
Coptic Orthodox Church of Zeitun, Cairo, Egypt and is sub-
titled As Reported and Approved by the Papal Committees
Concerned and is ‘‘Authorized by Anba Gregorius, Bishop
for Higher Studies, Coptic Culture, and Scientific Research
and the Chairman of the Papal Committee for Pursuing and
Investigating St. Mary’s Appearances and Miracles at Zeitun,
Cairo.”

Another excellent source for historical background is Our
Lady Returns to Egypt: Apparitions at Zeitun, Egypt by Fr.
Jerome Palmer, O.S.B. It includes a number of valuable per-
sonal accounts provided by witnesses who were present dur-
ing displays of apparitional activity.

Opposite the church, a structure finished in 1925, was a
garage belonging to the Egyptian Institution of Public
Transportation. After one and one half hours following the
setting of the sun, various employees in the garage were
alerted to a ‘‘disturbance in the streets.’’

Farouk Mahammed Atwa officially stated, ‘““While I was
signing in the a-"endant’s book of the garage, I heard some
people shouting in the streets. I ran to them. I saw a lady

dressed in white on the church dome at the north. I shouted
to her: ‘Be careful! Take care! Wait!’ Then someone said,

‘Virgin Mary,’ I watched her and observed that she looked
like a nun. Suddenly some white doves appeared in a
mysterious way and flew over her head.”’"

The figure was watched by a crowd which had gathered
along with the original viewers—Farouk Mahammed Atwa, a
driver, Hussein Awwad, a mechanic, Yacout Ali Maamoun
Afifi, the chief driver. All observed the apparition, soon
recognized as of ‘‘the Virgin’’ both on and within the dome
archways of the church. The structure is topped by four cor-
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ner domes and a larger central dome.

Some viewers crossed the street to the church and were met
by Adel Ibrahim who also saw the apparitional form. He then
notified his father who was in charge of the holy loaves of the
Eucharist, and he in turn called Fr. Costantin Mousa, the
priest of St. Mary’s church. Fr. Costantin wrote a formal
statement given in part below.*

““I hereby declare that I was informed on Wednesday the
3rd of April, 1968, by some members of our church at
Zeitun, Cairo, that they had seen the Apparition of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary on the church domes on the previous eve.

‘“...on April the 10th, I was re-informed of a new ap-
pearance by some other witnesses who had seen again the Ap-
parition of the Blessed Virgin on the previous eve...

“On the same Wednesday at night, I was again re-
informed of a very new appearance for which the nuns of the
Catholic School near us hurried to observe...l hastened to it
right away. Thanks to God, as I could see the Apparition
quite clear and evident. I saw the Apparition of the Blessed
Virgin at that time in the form of a bust in one of the open-
ings of the dome at the north-east. It was a luminous body of
a golden color. After giving some prayers I went back
home.”’

The Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church, His Holiness
Anba Kyrillos VI, assembled an investigatory delegation con-
sisting of Father Guirguis Matta, the General Director of the
Papal Office, who directed the delegation. He was assisted by
Fr. Hanna Abdel-Messih, Deputy of the Committee for
Church’s Affairs, and the Pope’s secretary, Fr. Benjamen
Kamel. After visiting the church they offered the following
document titled ‘The Report to His Holiness the Pope.”™

““...0On the 23rd of April, 1968, after being delegated by
Your Holiness, we went to the spot where the church is
located, and started to get in touch with those who had
observed the Apparition...

““Upon summarizing the reports of the garage workmen we
came to the conclusion that the Apparition of the Blessed
Virgin Mary has appeared several times on or in the domes of
the church opposite to them, since April 2nd, 1968, up to
now. The appearances have mostly been observed by the
workmen of the garage confirmed by the inhabitants of
Zeitun, Moslems and Christians. Multitudes of people from
different parts of the country have all watched the Apparition
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of the Blessed Virgin, and a great number of them have cer-
tified the certainty of the appearances sending their en-
thusiastic written messages.

‘“...We then aimed at observing the Blessed Apparition
with our own eyes in order to have the matter cleared up
plainly and evidently. We stayed opposite to the domes
watching for some nights till we could see the Blessed Virgin
Mary -appearing inside a luminous circle. Then she appeared
in her complete form moving on the domes, then bowing
before the cross and at the end she blessed the multitudes.

‘“‘Another night we saw doves with the bright color of silver
and with light radiating from them. The doves flew from the
dome to the sky direct. We then glorified Almighty God who
has allowed the terrestrials to see the glory of the celestial.”’

Included in the report is a section titled ‘‘The Government
Documented Report.’’ Extracts follow:+

““The Director of the General Information and Complaints
Department, has submitted to His Excellency the Minister,
Mr. Hafez Ghanem, a documented report proving en-
thusiastically the appearances of the Apparition of the Bless-
ed Virgin at the Coptic Orthodox Church at Zeitun.

““The official investigations have been carried out with the
result that it has been considered an undeniable fact that the
Blessed Virgin Mary has been appearing on Zeitun Church in
a clear and bright luminous body seen by all present in front
of the church whether Christian or Moslem.

‘““The Government Report states that the garage
workman’s announcements have been certified correct. All
possibilities of fabricated neon pictures or any other tricks
have been found false and out of the question.

““The investigators have proved 27 appearances of the
Blessed Virgin’s Apparition in different luminous forms that
had in certain times some mysterious doves either preceding
or accompanying it, and that the appearances have been
noticed since April 2nd up to the date of the report.

““‘Cardinal Istaphanos, Patriarch of the Catholic Copts and
the Archimadrite Dr. Airut of the Greek Catholic Church
have been asked for official announcements and their
answers are recorded in the Government Report.

Cardinal Istaphanos was visited by the General Director of
the Information and Complaints Department, Ministry of
Tourism. He gave his visitor an official announcement which
in essence, said that the apparitional manifestations were
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authentic. It particularly referred to an account by ‘‘Sister
Paula de Mofala, a Roman Catholic nun well known by her
accuracy and preciseness who had witnessed the appearance
of the Virgin with thousands of observers who all saw the ap-
parition.”’

Seeking more verification, Pope Kyrillos sent his Excellen-
cy Anba Athansius, the Bishop of Beni-Soueif Diocese, to
visit St. Mary’s church. On the night of April 29/30. 1968, he
watched in the streets with enormous crowds of people.

‘“At 2:45 in the morning the Blessed Virgin’s Apparition
appeared in a complete luminous body as a radiating
phosphorescent statue. After a short time the Apparition
disappeared. Then it re-appeared at 4:00 o’clock and re-
mained till 5:00 o’clock at dawn. The scene was overwhelm-
ing and magnificent.

““The Apparition was walking towards the west, sometimes
moving its hands for blessing and sometimes bowing the head
steadily. A halo of light was surrounding its head.

““I also saw some glittering beings around the apparition.
They looked like stars rather blue in color.”””

General conclusions are given under the heading ‘‘The
Papal Statement.”” Among these is the observation that the
apparitions are ‘‘still appearing in varying forms.”” A number
of these are briefed. It is also noted that ‘‘“The apparition
used to appear for a longer period that reached in certain
times two hours and a quarter as happened on April 30, 1968,
when her complete glittering apparition stayed from 2:45 to
5:00 o’clock in the morning.”’

Among the several personal accounts Fr. Palmer includes
in his book Our Lady Returns to Egypt are the observations
ziven by Bishop Gregorius, Prelate for Higher Studies, Cop-
tic Culture, and Scientific Research, which offer many
valuable comments.

Bishop Gregorius refers to a viewing of June 9, 1968, when
he first saw two luminous, white ‘‘pigeons’’ of bird-forms
soaring about the church’s central dome. He carefully noted
that the bird-forms did not move their wings, as have other
witnesses, and compared their flight to a glide. Another quite
well-known characteristic that he witnessed was the instan-
taneous disappearance of the bird-forms, and later saw their
typical flight when they appeared in groups in the form of a
cross. Bishop Gregorius states that the bird-forms usually
prefaced a Marian apparition.




He remarks that he saw at least ten apparitions of St.
Mary; one larger than life-size and typically luminous. On
one occasion at 9:00 p.m. on May 4, 1968, the apparition ap-
peared and stayed visible until 5:00 a.m. the following morn-
ing. This remarkably long-lasting appearance was witnessed
by him and he further remarks that she was seen by many
thousands of watchers, most of whom were Moslems.

The most remarkable manifestation that he witnessed oc-
curred about 9:00 or 9:30 p.m. on June 1 when a light shone
out of an opening under one of the smaller domes. It assumed
the form cf a sphere that moved up and down and then passed
through the dome archway to display itself in human form.
This appearance lasted for two or three minutes, returned to
the dome and gradually vanished. The same pattern of
behavior repeated itself after a few minutes and then con-
tinued to repeat these actions from 10:00 p.m. to 3:30 a.m.

The apparition’s appearances and disappearances took
place under different domes and even over the entrance into
the church courtyard. As Bishop Gregorius notes, the form
was radiant but still soothing to the vision. Due to the
luminosity of the form, actual facial features could not be
seen, but the form was indisputable. Bishop Gregorius
remarks that he had witnessed these effects numerous times.

Interestingly, he describes the appearance of clouds of deep
reddish incense which billowed in huge quantities. It rose to a
height of 30 to 60 feet and was clearly visible above and
around the church against the cloudless sky. Finally, accom-
panied by star-like lights which appeared and disappeared
over the church, the cloud transformed itself into the form of
the Virgin.

The second main section of the report discusses spon-
taneous or miraculous healings. Ten briefly outlined ex-
amples are provided. Possibly some can be attributed to
psychosomatic origins, but others as they are described, can-
not be explained by such mechanisms. After reviewing these
examples and other material that I have gathered, I am per-
sonally convinced that large numbers of spontaneous cures
did definitely occur. However, this aspect of the Zeitun case,
even though of the greatest importance, will not be dealt with
in this report and instead attention is focused on the appari-
tional manifestations alone. In Our Lord’s Mother Visits
Egypt in 1968 by Pearl Zaki, it is noted that a group of physi-
cians and professors, seven in number, were commissioned
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by Pope Kyrillos VI to investigate descriptions of cures at-
tributed to the appearance of the Virgin and a favorable con-
clusion was reached.

Mrs. Zaki describes her personal experiences with the
Zeitun phenomena in her book Our Lord’s Mother Visits
Egypt in 1968. Mrs. Zaki visited the church on the evenings
of August 8, 9 and 10, and during one of these vigils saw two
strange flashes of light passing over a corner dome. She
thought that perhaps these unusual manifestations might
represent the curious pigeons or doves described by so many
witnesses.

On August 12 she returned to the Zeitun church and
resumed her watch—a watch richly rewarded. She saw
various forms of luminous phenomena obviously para-
normal in origin. They culminated in a bright, blue light
covering the central dome. The light disappeared, then re-
appeared, and within its radiance Mrs. Zaki was able to see
the faint outline of a figure that reminded her of a statue. The
head was not clearly seen. As she watched, the figure’s arms
moved from its sides so that the hands were folded in prayer.
A few seconds passed and a luminous cross was formed by
two flashing lights. After these appearances the apparition
vanished and the darkness of the night fell once again.

Reviewing available material, the duration of apparitional
activity is subject to some question, but the main activity
seems to have occurred in 1968 and 1969. Apparitional
phenomena were reported in 1970 and even into the mid-part
of 1971. An additional note to a reprint of Fr. Palmer’s
report, Our Lady Returns to Egypt, in Fate, August, 1971,
states ‘‘...early in 1971 her appearances are less frequent.”
Also mentioned in this same additional note is an observation
by Bishop Samuel, Bishop of Public, Ecumenical, and Social
Service (Coptic) noting that the apparitions ceased in July,
1970.

In a publication by the Augustine Publishing Co.,
Chulmleigh, Devon, England, Nov., 1980, it is stated that
during a visit by Pope Shenouda III (Coptic) to Pope Paul
VI, he referred to the appearances of the Marian apparitions
“from 1968-1971.”

In another article issued by the same publisher, (n.d.) it is
remarked that ‘‘vast crowds of people, up to 250,000 at a
time,”’ witnessed the apparitional activity and mentioned
again that the appearances lasted from 1968 to 1971.
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In a note added by Mrs. Zaki to an article published in
‘““The Egyptian Gazette,”’ April 11, 1968, she states that after
the first part of 1971 apparitions of the Virgin were rarely
seen.

In the article itself it is stated, ‘‘More than a quarter
million Egyptian and overseas visitors attended a ceremony
held at the Church of the Virgin Mary at Zeitun...to mark the
first anniversary of an apparition of the Virgin at and near
this church.”” A statement confirming the apparitional
phenomena, the cures, etc., was read by Pope Kyrillos VI to
the attending multitude.

One last reference will be included, a reference to be found
in Christian Egypt: Ancient and Modern by Otto Meinaraus,
The American University in Cairo Press, 1977, pp. 313-314.

““For several weeks in 1968 and 1969 thousands of people
assembled every night...in anticipation of the Virgin.”

The writer was clearly unaware of the duration of the ap-
paritional manifestations, but what is particularly interesting
is that knowledge of the incidents was such that their ex-
istence was taken enough for granted to be included in a
scholarly reference work on the history and scope of Chris-
tianity in Egypt.

The phenomena witnessed were very complex and con-
sisted of varied visual effects and one olfactory/visual
phenomena, the issuance of great quantities of cloud-like in-
cense, white in color but at times reddish in hue. A list of
phenomena will be drawn from descriptions included in a
publication issued by Sunday School Family, Archangel
Gabriel Church, El Sakkain, Abdin, Cairo, Egypt. (n.d.)
This material was originally given by the Facts Searching
Committee headed by Bishop Anba Gregorius. All manifes-
tations were self-luminous.

1. A complete, luminous, life-size figure representing the
Virgin. The head was partially covered by either a blue or
silvery mantle, and her dress beneath the head cover was
white. At times she looked toward a cross on the central
dome, and on occasion another figure described as an
‘“‘angel’’ appeared behind her. Some accounts list more than
one additional accompanying figure.

2. She moved between the northwest and northeast
domes on occasions and ‘‘appeared as a half-body picture”’
above the central dome.
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3. She appeared life-size above the church’s southwest
dome and was blue in color. Frequently, small points of light
surrounded her. She moved her arms in gestures of blessing
and bent her head toward her viewers.

4. As noted, she changed bodily position, ‘‘prayed,”’
blessed her viewers, and her clothing was seen to flutter in a
naturalistic manner responsive to her movements and to
breezes. In other words, the figure gave every indication of
being a visual, objective and aware being, not merely a static,
robot-like object.

5. She was frequently seen suspended in mid-air and was
even seen on a branch of a palm tree.

6. At times her face was haloed by a yellowish or golden
light and crown-like configurations were seen on her head.
On other occasions ‘‘the lady was orange in color.”

7. She was seen holding a figure representing the tradi-
tional Christ Child. The secondary figure was apparently
resting on her left hand, and as mentioned, accompanying
figures were occasionally present.

8. The figure was seen in less than life-size form.

9. Stylized, self-luminous bird-forms were frequently
seen, but they were clearly larger than a normal bird, like a
dove for example. Their wings did not move and they
periodically flew in formations such as a cross. Yet on other
occasions witnesses saw apparently real white pigeons resting
on a dome, flying from a dome, etc., all at night. They, as did
the luminous bird-forms, disappeared instantly and demon-
strated other forms of abnormal behavior. One witness
whose account is included in this report, saw the ‘‘real’”’
pigeons and said that they were not luminous. I do think that
there were two different sets of phenomena involved.

10. The domes of the church were at times illuminated by
paranormal blue or orange lights.

11. Large, white clouds formed around and above the
church and transformed into the figure of the Virgin.

12. As mentioned, white clouds of incense welled out of
the church in vast quantity. On other occasions the clouds
were reddish in color.

13. The cross on the central dome became bright as
though bathed in light.
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These phenomena occurred in various combinations and
yet at times only one effect was witnessed during a night.
Other phenomena were also seen but the effects listed were
the main manifestations encountered.

The list of phenomena can be considered reasonably com-
plete, and its accuracy can be confirmed by consulting other
lists of manifestations, personal accounts and photographic
evidence. Further confirmation can be gained by comparing
this list with descriptions of phenomena observed by
witnesses.

Could such phenomena have been the result of fraud? The
answer is clearly no! Obviously, no individual or individuals
dressed in appropriate garments could have been responsible,
particularly when it is remembered that the predominant ac-
tivity took place in the air above the church.

The appearances of the Virgin and occasional accompany-
ing figures were highly luminous—at times quite
blilliant—and as has been said, appeared to have been made
of light itself. Needless to say, luminous paint would in no
way present such an appearance and the only ‘‘practical’’
method to achieve apparent luminosity would have been to
have played a searchlight on figures masquerading as spiritual
beings. Naturally, this ‘‘possibility’’ is not an adequate sug-
gestion inasmuch as the use of searchlights would have quick-
ly been discovered. Further, the extraordinary accompanying
effects, falling star-like effects, unusual lights, clouds of in-
cense and light, soaring bird-forms, etc., usually seen in the
sky above the church were simply beyond the capacity of such
simple trickery.

A projected picture was equally out of the question. A
large screen would have been necessary for a projected ap-
parition, and it too would have been immediately seen against
the clear Egyptian sky. A screen would have been useful only
for forms seen close to the church, but it in turn could hardly
have been moved about to accommodate the various place-
ments of the apparition, much less the aerial activity that was
constantly observed. Therefore, the use of a projector and
screen can be easily dismissed.

The great clouds of incense again were completely beyond
the capacity of a projector and screen; the area involved was
simply too large.

On occasion the figure of the Virgin as noted by Fr. Palmer
in Our Lady Returns to Egypt was seen between trees within
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the church courtyard, as well as beneath the various domes
and the windows of the domes, and walked on the church
roof enabling her viewers to observe her from all sides of the
building. These actions again rule out any possible use of
screen and projectors.

As far as any theoretical holographic projectors creating
incredible ‘“movies,’’ it must be remembered that a device
capable of producing the different apparitional activities re-
mains as yet in the sphere of science fiction. Further, even if
such projectors did exist, and they did not, they would have
demanded concealment for several years plus the ability to
have been moved about following the motions of the visual
effects. Enough of this!

On one occasion Bishop Samuel, Bishop of Public,
Ecumenical and Social Services went into the church and
locked the door behind him with the church keys. He stood
on a ladder which was based on the second floor and led to
the top of the church, gazing at the ceiling of the inner dome.
He heard shouting outside the church and left his vantage
point and was able to see the apparitional figure poised three
feet from where he had been standing. If the figure had been
merely someone dressed appropriately acting as the appari-
tion, such a masquerade would have been immediately
discovered. This incident is given in Fr. Palmer’s report,

The church stands at the intersection of Tumanbay and
Khalil Lane in Zeitun. Khalil Lane was named after the Khalil
Ibrahim family and it is said that in 1918 a family crisis
occurred resulting in a vision of the Virgin, who stated that if
a church was raised to honor her, and if this was accom-
plished, she would bless the church in fifty years. The Zeitun
apparitions took place fifty years later. These observations
are to be found in Mrs. Zaki’s Our Lord’s Mother Visits
Egypt in 1968 and 1969. Other sources give a similar history
for the founding of the church including Our Lady Returns
to Egypt by Fr. Palmer, Apparition Phenomenon Manifest at
Zeitun, Cairo issued by Page Research Library, etc.

Photographs were taken of these apparitional phenomena
and in all probability more pictures do exist than those to be
found in the various available publications. A number of
photographs were taken by Mr. Wagih Risk Matta and the
entire series, about twelve in all, are presented in a book writ-
ten in Arabic by him. I have tried to contact Mr. Matta and to
obtain a copy of his book but to no avail, unfortunately.
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Another photograph taken in the early days of the Zeitun
case was taken by Mr. Fawzi Mansour, an architectural
engineer and has been frequently reproduced.

Other photographs are available but unfortunately I have
not been able to gather the history of their production. The
Cairo newspaper Watani carried articles each day for a long
period and printed various photographs including those by
Mr. Matta, and other publications have published the same
available photgraphs.

In essence, photographic evidence is at hand but verifying
material is as yet unavailable. I am sure that such evidence
could be obtained but would require considerable effort and
time.

It is immediately obvious that the Zeitun incidents were
witnessed by far more observers than were any other appari-
tional cases. The fantastic behavior of the apparent sun at
Fatima in 1917 was seen by an immense audience, 70,000 in
number according to Don Sharkey in The Woman Shall Con-
quer.

The number of witnesses who observed apparitional light
effects during the Welsh Revival in 1905 clearly was in the
hundreds and perhaps more.

A remarkable apparitional case was published by Abraham
Cummings in 1822 formidably titled Immortality Proved by
the Testimony of Sense in Which is Contemplated the Doc-
trine of the Spheres and the Existence of a Particular Spectre.
During the incidents involved in this case, a woman’s appari-
tion was seen by one or two hundred witnesses.

But a quick survey of apparitional cases, either religious or
secular, shows that none have compared with the incredible
activity at Zeitun, not to speak of accompanying
photographs. It is true that now and then one sees a
photograph supposedly showing abnormal sun activity at
Fatima but this picture is known to be that of a solar flare
and not a depiction of abnormal phenomena on the part of
the sun.

Various estimates have been made of the numbers of
witnesses present during the Zeitun incidents, and a few will
be mentioned for purposes of comparison.

Bishop Anba Athanasius (Coptic) stated that during his
successful vigil on April 29/30, 1968, he watched with vast
multitudes of people. He further wrote that one could

estimate the crowd at 100,000.
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Bishop Samuel (Coptic) witnessed the apparitional activity
on April 6, 1968, and stated that there were ‘““human waves’’
of viewers and estimated the throng at 100,000 in number.

Mrs. Zaki in Our Lord’s Mother Visits Egypt in 1968 also
wrote that so vast were the crowds that the Egyptian govern-
ment had the garage occupying an entire block on the south
side of St. Mary’s church removed so that larger gatherings
of witnesses could be accommodated.

‘...tens of thousands of people—Moslems out-numbering
others more than a hundred to one—have witnessed...un-
mistakable apparitions of Our Lady over St. Mary’s Coptic
Orthodox Church in Zeitun, near Cairo’’ accordmg to the
text of Leaves, March/April, 1976.

In Immaculata, April, 1979, a letter is given stating that
over a three year period ‘‘millions of people’’ have witnessed
the apparitional activity. In this issue it is also noted that

‘...the crowds grew to an estimated quarter million witnesses
on some evenings alone.”’

The Shrine of the Holy House of Loretto, March/April,
1979, Ancona, Italy, observes that ‘‘To hundreds of
thousands of our contemporaries was granted the privilege of
seeing her...”’

One photograph, for example, published in Apparition
Phenomenon Manifest at Zeitun, Cairo, Egypt, shows a great
throng gathered around the church at night, and it is obvious
that the total number of witnesses, not counting individuals
who had visited the area repeatedly, must have numbered in-
to the multithousands. Therefore, at the very least, hundreds
of thousands of observers must have seen apparitional
phenomena in one form or another.

When the large “umber of available personal accounts of
sightings are considered, plus the photographic evidence,
even taking 1nto account its still unfortunately lacking
documentatlon it cannot be rationally doubted that the ap-
paritional activity reported was objective and authentic.

Comparative evidence in the form of personal accounts is
to be found in Mrs. Zaki’s Our Lord’s Mother Visits Egypt in
1968 and Our Lord’s Mother Visits Egypt in 1968 and 1969,
Fr. Jerome Palmer’s Our Lady Returns to Egypt, St. Mary’s
Transfigurations at the Coptic Orthodox Church in Cairo,
Egypt, Virgin Mary in Zeitun, Bishop Gregorius, Arab
World Publishers, 1969, etc. It must be mentioned that the
newspaper Watani published many accounts in its pages.
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As this report is primarily aimed at pointing out the reality
of the Zeitun apparitions, the great array of evidence testify-
ing to paranormal healings, will not be discussed. Their
importance, however, is not overlooked.

The apparition of the Virgin was very clearly not a static
figure but changed position, moved her hands and head,
blessed her viewers with hand gestures, changed bodily
posture, and even her clothing fluttered in a naturalistic
manner. It can therefore be said that the figure gave every in-
dication of being an aware, independent, ‘‘objective’’ or
‘‘semi-objective’’ being.

Mrs. Zaki during her sighting saw the figure standing in the
church garden, and then apparently went through a wall.
Mrs. Zaki further wrote that a cloud of incense covered the
church filling the air with a marvelous fragrance. Her
daughter saw the figure’s shadow kneeling at the base of a
dome.

The Pope’s delegation headed by Fr. Guiruis Matta,
General Director for the Papal Office, observed that on one
occasion the apparitional figure stood within a luminous
circle. On another occasion the figure left a dome in a sphere
of light, but in this case as a flat, two dimensional, half-
figure. This curious apparition then floated upward into the
sky to merge and vanish in the moon’s light. This interesting
observation is found in Fr. Palmer’s Our Lady Returns to
Egypt.

In Chapter 14, Phantasms of the Living, Case 220, for ex-
ample, it is remarked that a percipient watched two appari-
tional hands within a ‘‘circle of light.”’ In the same chapter a
‘““/disc of light’’ is compared to a ‘‘bright oval,”’ a ‘‘large
flickering oval,”” and a face ‘‘in the center of a bright,
opaque, white mass.’’

It is pointed out in Apparitions and Survival of Death that
‘“‘disks of light are common and phantoms frequently appear
within circles or areas of light. Various examples are given.

Bishop Gregorius noted that he had seen ten apparitions of
the Virgin, if not more, and that on one occasion he saw an
opening in the sky which appeared similar to the opening in
the church sanctuary. Within this ‘‘opening’’ he saw the
Virgin appearing larger than life-size bathed in light.

Mr. Wadie Tadros Shumbo, with the Engineering Depart-
ment of the Egyptian government described an appearance
during which a very thin line or edge of luminescence came to
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view. He compared the edge of light to that illumination
when you open a door into a lighted room. This light soon
took the form of the Virgin.

Interestingly, a number of witnesses have remarked that
within the ranks of those watching the phenomena, there
were some who were unable to see the manifestations. This
characteristic is quite in line with those who have witnessed
the appearance of other types of apparitions. Simply stated,
some witnesses are capable of seeing an apparition and some
are not. This characteristic has no bearing on the reality of a
given apparition.

Unlike the majority of the best known Marian apparitional
examples—La Salette, Guadalupe, Beauraing, Fatima, Ban-
neux, etc.—the Zeitun apparitions were totally uncom-
municative. In the case of the apparitional examples men-
tioned, speech or apparent speech was heard by the main per-
cipients, those who can be considered the focal points of the
apparitional activity, but with the Zeitun phenomena, there
were no known individuals who could be considered the main
percipients, to term them that.

However, in the case of the Lourdes phenomena, a number
of individuals claimed that they too saw Marian apparitional
activity, and in the Fatima incident abnormal light
phenomena, to call it that, plus certain other effects were seen
by vast numbers of witnesses.

The Zeitun case is far more complex than the usual descrip-
tive material suggests. For example, fairly recently a religious
image has appeared on a wall in the Zeitun church. While I
was interviewing one witness, it was described as appearing as
though it was ‘‘etched’’ into the wall, and has for purposes of
preservation been glassed over. As yet the Coptic church has
not issued any statement regarding its nature.

In various Coptic homes in Cairo, appearances of oil on
religious pictures has been reported, and two images of a
religious nature have appeared on panes of window glass. I
have had the opportunity of seeing one and its companion re-
mains in Cairo. In this case a window consisting of two parts,
each opening out from the house, bears a faint image which,
incidentally, shows to much greater advantage when
photographed.

Reports of paranormal healings continue to surface. The
entire Zeitun phenomena actually comprise a great complex
of manifestations, some based entirely away from the church
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itself, and so abundant are these reports describing them that
it would take immense effort—in time alone—to study them.

There are, then, a host of fascinating effects crying to be
studied and discussed but as the list would be very large, a
halt must be called of necessity and we will rest with these few
observations.

Information was made available in a limited sense in the
United States—and I might add that at the site the para-
psychological community was conspicuous by its absence—
only in a few books and special publications. Examples were
an illustrated article in Fafe, August, 1971; a number of
newspapers including The New York Times, May 5 and
August 11, 1968; The Home News, New Jersey, May 9, 1970,
The Sunday World Herald, May 5, 1968, etc. Various
Catholic publications carried short articles and, of course,
Mrs. Zaki contributed numerous articles, statements, etc.

To repeat, in view of the general evidence, the unfortunate-
ly sparse photographic evidence available, and the personal
accounts of viewings, it is perfectly clear that the reality of
the Zeitun phenomena is beyond rational dispute.

The few accounts which I gathered given in this report are
offered merely as examples of their class. To be exact, ob-
tainable accounts could number in the thousands with an ex-
penditure of appropriate effort—and expense—but the ex-
amples given here are representative of an enormous source
of evidence.

Perhaps the most prominent characteristic presented by
those who witnessed the Zeitun Marian apparitions is unfor-
tunately not capable of being brought out in many accounts.
The bare telling of an experience may not reflect the tremen-
dous awe that was felt by those fortunate enough to have
witnessed the phenomena but which is clearly realized when
hearing a verbal description. In fact, much of what is said of
necessity must be left out. A tremendous sense of awe and
overwhelming emotion did occur and it should be remem-
bered that it was and is an intrinsic part of religious paranor-
mal phenomena. The sample accounts given in this report
were provided by members of the Coptic church and the
descriptive terms are appropriate to that church.

Those who witnessed the phenomena were members of the
Coptic church, Roman Catholics, Moslems, some Pro-
testants, etc., but the majority of available accounts, I
believe, have been furnished by Copts.

20



There are only a few approaches or theories that can really
be applied to the Zeitun phenomena and they can be quickly
stated.

The first is to observe that the phenomena is the result of
fraud and malobservation. This approach is totally inade-
quate and superficial and can be quickly dismissed.

The second is an admission that the phenomena at present
are not explainable by present systems of scientific
knowledge, and that the only practical way to study the case
is to merely describe the facts without any theoretical con-
siderations.

A third speculation is the claim that the phenomena and, in
fact, all psychical phenomena, spring from the minds of the
observers according to psychological motivation. This is not
supported by fact and can be dismissed for lack of evidence.
It is really a twin of the super ESP hypothesis and with a little
urging jumps into the nest of complete solipsism.

The fourth theory is that the phenomena are of divine,
spiritual origin and represent literal fact.

The last theory is very closely allied to the fourth and sug-
gests that religious phenomena are indeed of a spiritual order
modified according to maximum benefit that can be realized
by those who experience them. This last theory is really a
form of the fourth and in no way conflicts with it. It does
represent my personal view.
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Descriptions of individual experiences.

In Mrs. Pearl Zaki’s Our Lord’s Mother Visits Egypt in
1968, a diary written by a Roman Catholic nun describing her
experiences in Zeitun is included. The writer preferred to re-
main appropriately anonymous but gave Mrs. Zaki permis-
sion to publish her account. Rather than reproduce this very
valuable account a brief summation of phenomena witnessed
will be given.

She visited the church first on August 21, 1969, and wrote
that 20,000 viewers were present at that time. Her last visit
was on June 11, 1971. Her visits totalled 105 nights.

She saw individual Marian apparitions 17 times. Bird
forms were seen during 24 nights. ‘‘Lights,”” ‘‘stars,”” and
other forms of luminous phenomena were seen on 85 nights.




These effects were seen either individually or in combina-
tion. Other types of phenomena such as incense, clouds of
light, etc., were also encountered. It must be remembered
that during a ‘‘blank’’ night phenomena might have been
seen by other witnesses, and in consequence the diary can on-
ly offer an approximation of phenomena during a night.

One curious reported phenomenon took place on June 11,
1971, when *‘...before my eyes a container of water which
was dry at 9:00 p.m. was filled to the top with a liqueur sweet
as honey’’ at 10:00 p.m. Only small children and two women
were present with the witness.
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Letter - Berthold E. Schwarz, M.D.
Correspondence, May 6, 1981

““I checked my memory and...came up with the record of
the Egyptian patient you wrote about; and then I contacted
the patient’s married sister, who lives close by. She is an elec-
tronic engineer and her husband is an orthopedic surgeon.
The patient of August 1, 1977 (shortly after I received the
book on Zeitun) told me, according to my notes, that he with
countless others—Christians and Moslems—saw white
pigeons and the Virgin Mary as described in various ac-
counts. His sister, on the telephone (5/5/81) again confirmed
his account and her own Egyptian experience since she was
present at the original interview of the patient and served as
an interpreter...

““The sister also saw the Virgin with a ‘white pigeon—the
Virgin didn’t have (the infant) Jesus.” She also recalled how a
German television company tried to take pictures of the ap-
parition but the film ‘got burned.’ (Statements to this effect
occur in other literature - R. B.) She asserted the message of
the vision was that ‘nothing will change—the Virgin Mary is
the Virgin Mary.’ The patient, his sister, and other members
of their family are Copts and highly educated...”
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Fr. Bishoy Gobreial (M.D.)

St. Mark (Coptic) Orthodox Church
L.os Angeles, California

Interview - April 27, 1981

““I was living in the same district as the church for about
nine years. The Church of St. Mary in Zeitun was my
church...just a few blocks away from me. On the same day
that St. Mary appeared on the church...after one or two
hours, I went shopping at a store near my home. 1 heard the
people talking about the appearance of St. Mary. This was
the first day, April 2, 1968. I heard the people talking in the
store about the appearance of St. Mary and 1 went at once
over to the church where I found some people standing and
watching. It was about 10:00 o’clock in the evening when |
was there, but on that day I waited for a while but did not see
anything...about 100 people were there.

““‘After that I used to go there perhaps three or four times
every week to see the apparition of St. Mary. One
day...about 1:00 or 2:00 o’clock in the morning we saw
something like pigeons in the sky, small pigeons above the
church. They looked like phosphorous and they flew very
fast. All the people looked and shouted because we knew that
pigeons do not fly by night. This was something very, very in-
teresting to see, the first time in my life to see visions like
phosphorous and flying in this way...

““Then I heard some people say again that they had seen St.
Mary. I went over there many times but unfortunately we did
not see her. One day the church was celebrating the visit of
the Holy Family to Egypt, always on June 1... We heard on
the news that Pope Kyrollis VI was to be there to celebrate
this occasion at St. Mary’s Church. We believe in our church
that when the Holy Family came to Egypt, they passed on
their way where the church stands now...

““On that day I said to my wife that since Pope Kyrollis is a
very, very holy man, St. Mary should appear that day. On
May 31...we went to the church where thousands and
thousands of people were there. The Government (collected a
small fee for entrance to the viewing area.) A very small fee.

““The people were praying and singing and then about 9:00
o’clock in the evening I heard them shouting. I stood on the
chair and looked toward the dome of the church and I saw
something like a post and then the post of light was moving
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toward me. It came closer and closer and when it reached the
dome of the church it appeared as St. Mary...the crown
around her and the shining (light). She was blessing the peo-
ple by her hand and like this. (Fr. Bishoy illustrated by
gesture.) (The apparition) was whitish and bluish. A very
light blue. Shining like fluorescence and as tall as a normal
person exactly as she sometimes is pictured.

“The people were shouting and shouting and it really was
very, very impressive. I was very astonished. This appearance
lasted for about twenty minutes, that long. During the twenty
minutes you always heard shouting...‘St. Mary, bless us, St.
Mary, bless us!” Her hands moved like that. (Illustrated by
gesture.) In a blessing...she gradually disappeared.

“I was really very lucky to see her. I went there about
twelve times. It was May 31, 1968 at about 9:00 o’clock in the
evening. I remember it exactly and I will never forget that
day. I did not see her after that.

““Sometimes we smelled the incense. It was quite strong
and easily recognized. Also many miracles happened. (A
discussion of miraculous healing followed during which Fr.
Bishoy described the instantaneous cure of a cancer of the
throat afflicting a relative. Mrs. Bishoy also described a most
impressive healing that occurred to their son, and Fr. Bishoy
added his testimony.)
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Mrs. Bishoy Gobreial
Interview - April 27, 1981

Question: ‘“Were you with your husband when the Virgin
was seen?”’

““Yes. She was looking down but many things happened
before she appeared. First of all, we saw a star coming from
the east. My husband saw the star too but he forgot to men-
tion it. (Fr. Bishoy confirmed this observation.) Then we saw
the doves. They were flying about and they were luminous.
After that we saw the shining column which took her shape.

““She was looking down and we saw the stars like a
crown... It was very dark outside the church... Her clothing
moved in the breeze. You could see her face but not her eyes
because we were standing too far away. But you could tell
that she was a lady... Light came from her hands and from
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her body. You could see her legs. She was not wearing shoes
and you could see her feet. It was really a very wonderful
scene.

““All the people saw her, not just us.”

Question: ‘“How many people were present?’’

Thousands. All of them saw her. Many miracles (healings)
happened at the same time... She appeared before Pope
Kyrollis appeared at the church... At 9:00 o’clock she started
to appear... It was really wonderful... She was in air between
the two domes.”’
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Bishop Antonious Markos (M.D.)
Bishop of African Affairs

Coptic Orthodox Church

See of St. Mark

Nairobi, Kenya

““I saw the apparition three times. She appeared on the
church dome. On April 19 she appeared for about two hours.
She appeared at 3:35 a.m. and disappeared at 5:15 or 5:20
a.m. She looked as though she was made of bluish-white
light.

““Another night she appeared for nearly seven hours. She
appeared at 9:00 p.m. and continued visible to 3:30 a.m. It
was a great occasion. Tens of thousands saw her that night
very clearly. They would go to their homes and bring back
other family members. My entire family saw the apparition.

““I saw the doves. They were larger than normal doves and
flew very quickly. Not as a flash but faster than a normal
dove would have flown. They were composed of bluish-white
light as was the apparition of the Virgin. They flew upward in
oblique flight. (At times.)

“I am also a doctor, a surgeon and 1 have practiced
medicine for twenty-two years.”’
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Miss Mona Mikhael
Interview - Nov. 19, 1980

“In April, 1968, we heard from different people that the
Lady of Zeitun or the Blessed Mother was appearing in her
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church. We heard stories from various types of people and we
started to wonder. My father said we will have to go ourselves
and see her.

““One day we went to Zeitun. My father drove, a drive of
about twenty minutes from Cairo. When we got there the
first night, it was some time in April because she started ap-
pearing on April 2, 1968. It was some time at the end of
April.

‘““When we went there the first night we saw doves. This
was about in the middle of the night. It was dark. Perhaps we
went around 10:00 or 11:00 p.m. Suddenly we saw in the mid-
dle of the sky a very, very radiant light. It was not precisely a
dove. We use the word dove but actually it was not a dove. It
appeared from nowhere and it disappeared in the sky in front
of your eyes. You could follow it flying very fast and all of a
sudden it would disappear. It was extremely bright and
white...

““It was a great event. It was the greatest event that has
happened in my life and my friend’s life. We consider
ourselves extremely lucky to have lived at that time...

Question - “‘Did you know Pope Kyrollis?”’

“We did. Yes.

“The first night we only saw doves. We went various
nights, sometimes at 2:00 a.m. When we woke at night my
father would say, ‘Who wants to go to the church?’ Within
10 or 15 minutes most of my family would be dressed... No
one knew at the time at what time she would appear. Not at
regular hours.

“You had to go every night and if you were extremely
lucky you would see her yourself. She appeared to all the peo-
ple. (Not restricted to just good people.) This was very
strange for she used to appear to certain people (past Marian
apparitions) but the Holy Mother in Zeitun appeared to
everyone.

Question - “‘Did your family see the apparitions?’’

‘‘Right. By the way, thousands and thousands of miracles
had happened in Egypt through the apparition...hundreds of
sick people would come and stay close to the church...I saw
them myself. Paralyzed people. Blind people... When a
miracle happened to some of the people, they would speak
over the church microphone and declare that a miracle had
just happened to them. This happened many, many times
when we were in Zeitun. After the apparition became very
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famous, after several months, nightly there would be around
100,000 people at the church...”

Question - ““You saw the apparition about ten times?’’

“Yes. In different positions. The greatest view which I will
never forget during all my life occurred around 3:30 in the
morning. It was a little bit cloudy. The moon disappeared for
the clouds had covered it... The Virgin Mary appeared...like
a queen...she was opening her hands and saluting the people
and moving her head...around her head were lights like little
stars as though she was wearing a crown of stars. Very, very
bright. That night, I think, there were over 100,000 people.

“The Egyptian government had closed, I think, four main
streets. They were closed off and chairs were put there for the
people to sit all night. We used to rent the chairs. Ten piasters
a night. The city of Zeitun used to rent the chairs.

“‘I am talking for myself right now. I felt for the first time
my hair stand up. I cried like I never cried in my life.

““Once she appeared beside the moon. She appeared ex-
tremely close to the moon. My whole family were there that
night. I was extremely happy. The Holy Virgin was ten times
taller than the moon.”’

Question - ““How long did she she stay?”’

“To me it seemed about seven minutes. Several times the
cloud would come up and she would disappear and the moon
appear...that was really an amazing sight.

““‘She was in the sky. Not on the roof. That time she ap-
peared in the sky to the left of the church. Extremely high.

““One night...a very strange light appeared in the sky com-
ing from an area directly above the church...a star like the
star of Bethlehem appeared one night above the church. It
was very large and the people were screaming very, very
much...

‘““Another time...like the sky was open. A very, very wide
kind of light. Not very radiant.

““‘Others times we used to see clouds of incense. First, you
would see a type of white cloud and it would cover all the
church, all the area surrounding the church from above.”

Question - “‘It did not come from within the church?”’

““Oh no. (On one occasion Miss Mikhael was in the church
when a ceremony was in progress, but in spite of the incense
present outside the church, none was encountered within the
building.) When I went outside I looked up and [ found it
surrounding all the area, I don’t think it exists in Egypt and [
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never smelled anything like it in all my life. It was a very, very
beautiful odor. The cloud remained for 10 or 15 minutes and
disappeared.”’

Question - ‘““Was the cloud luminous?”’

‘“‘Not a very shining light.”’

Question - ““A dim glow?”’

‘‘Something like that. It appeared white and grey but very
light. You could see it moving above the church. That night it
was not windy.”’

Question - ““You could see it move?”’

“Yes. You could.”

Question - “‘Did you see the Virgin with the Christ Child?”’

‘““No. The child was not very clear. Sometimes I saw her in-
side the dome, the left one. You could sense she was holding
Jesus but actually I did not see him myself...

““Several times I saw her inside this dome...I went to see if
there was a stairway leading to the dome. It was closed. It did
not have a stairway...”

Question - ‘““What is your brother’s name?”’

“Wagdy.”

Question - ‘“‘He saw the Virgin twice?’’ (He had told me
that he had seen the apparition twice.)

“‘Right. We went all of us together.”’

(Miss Mikhael was asked why she thought that the appari-
tion of the Virgin had ceased appearing and she said that no
one knew.)

Question - “‘Did you see her on the ground?”’

“‘No. Never on the ground. Always up above. Most of the
time she used to appear above the church, above the dome...
I have heard from some people that she was seen walking be-
tween the two domes. Sometimes she appeared with Jesus
and sometimes alone and sometimes angels appeared sur-
rounding her...

“‘Most of the time I saw her inside the dome and she was
moving. Sometimes wearing garments of a pink and bluish
color. This was an amazing thing. She used to appear in dif-
ferent colors. You could see her hand moving and especially
the head...”

Miss Mikhael’s mother also remarked that she had seen the
apparition a number of times.
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Azny Morid M.D.
Interview - August 19, 1981

““I have been a doctor in Egypt for about 25 years. In
medicine.”’

Question - ‘Do you live in Cairo?”’

“I am living in Cairo, yes.”’

Question - ‘““When was the first time that you saw an ap-
parition?”’

“In April, 1968. I arrived with my wife and my children at
the church at Zeitun. There were many people there. Crowd-
ed. We stayed for about four or five hours. We did not see
(the apparition) that night. Not every night does it appear.

““On another night I went. There were many people.- Also
every night crowded. I could not see well because I was far
behind, but at about 12:00 o’clock some bright lights, spark-
ling bright lights above the church, went into the sky. Flew
upward.

““Some of our colleagues were closer to the church and saw
very much better features which were not definite but which
were not normal to see.

““...1 think that the appearance of Maria is beyond any
doubt indeed! Any doubt!”’

Question - “‘Did you see any of the bird forms?”’

“Yes. What I called sparkling lights were like that.”

Question - “‘Did you see the wings move?’’

““No. No. Something went very fast and disappeared
within a moment. Very bright.”’

Question - ‘““‘How many did you see at a time?’’

‘‘...about ten or more.”’

Question - “‘Did vou see the apparition of the Virgin?”’

““No. The bird-l:i2 forms.”

Question - “‘Did you encounter the clouds of incense?’’

“NO.,,

Questions - “‘Did you see any of the other lights?”’

“I saw the lights outside the church. Couldn’t enter the
church because of the crowds of people.”

Question - ‘““How many times did you see the lights?”’

“Oh, just once. I arrived two times only. The first time I
saw nothing. The second time I saw...”

Question - ““Your family also saw phenomena?”’

““Yes. My wife... She saw them with me. Our children were
very small and they saw nothing that they can remember.”
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Question - ‘‘How long were you there before you saw the
lights?”’

““Over three hours. Everybody went and stayed for hours
and hours. People would stay for days, not only hours.”

Question - ‘““How many people might be present during a
night?”’

“...more than 10,000. Maybe 20,000 or 30,000. The area _
was crowded, crowded, crowded with people. There was no
place for any person to move.”’

Question - ‘“Were you standing or did you have chairs?”’

“No. No. Standing...you couldn’t move except with dif-
ficulty and you moved only for some meters...”’

Question - ‘““When the people saw the lights what did they
say?’’

’They were shouting...and the sick people might be healed
after seeing her.”

Dr. Morid explained that he did not actually witness heal-
ings but was convinced by reviewing medical records that
paranormal healings did take place.

Question - ‘‘As a medical man you are convinced that
miraculous healings did occur?”’

“Of course...”

Dr. Morid continued to discuss the healings and again
referred to careful reports that had been compiled. He also
mentioned that many physicians involved were noted medical
men.

Dr. Morid stated that he is a member of the Coptic Church
and that spontaneous healings took place with Moslems as
well as with Christians and that the phenomena was not selec-
tive. He noted that the Moslem witnesses were as enthusiastic
as were the Christians.
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Mr. Michael Takla
Correspondence - May 30, 1981

““I was lucky to witness the apparition day after day and
spent hours and hours in the open air waiting for the
miraculous incidents which thrilled and shook the whole na-
tion for years. At the beginning and all of a sudden the Virgin
appeared on the Zeitun church dome in full size, and her
figure engulfed in light caught the eyes of three laborers
working in the garage facing the church. People assembled
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from all over the district and the apparition remained for
more than one hour.

‘““The phenomenon repeated itself during the following
days and people from all walks of life, Moslems and Chris-
tians, started to come to the church every day to witness the
wonderful events. Among those who came were invalids who
were cured from long troubling diseases.

““In many cases, the Virgin blessed the crowds by
movements of her hands. Following the apparition there were
squads of doves that kept revolving around the dome for a
few minutes and disappeared into the thin air. Thousands of
people witnessed this superb phenomenon. During some
nights in the clear, blue air, three pigeons used to appear first
before our Lord’s Mother came to greet and heal people.
Believe me, you would have been thrilled and become a firm
believer in what you had seen. Many of my colleagues,
writers and journalists, came and spent hours with me in
front of the church and saw the Virgin and the pigeons...”’

Correspondence - July 17, 1981

¢¢...as I had witnessed the blessing occasion more than once
and for some consecutive nights than 1 expected. The
phenomena still occupies my thoughts although more than
thirteen years have elapsed since the first thrilling apparition
of our Great Lady Mother of our Saviour and Lord Jesus
Christ...”

Mr. Takla kindly included three cases of appearances of
Marian apparitions and concurring miraculous cures.
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Mrs. Yvonne Wagih
Interview - July 8, 1981

Question - ‘““When did you see the apparition?”’

““It was about twelve years ago. It was so crowded and lots
and lots of people were there.”’

Question - ‘““How many times did you see the apparition?’’

““At least twice a week while it was there.”’

Question - “‘Did you live in Cairo or Zeitun?”’

““I lived in Cairo... It’s about ten or fifteen minutes from
where I lived. (Zeitun) It’s part of Cairo... We lived in
Heliopolis. It’s about fifteen minutes from Zeitun...

“We used to go and spend the night... It happened very
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rarely that she appeared in the morning. Usually at night.
What we would do was to go there. It really was crowded...
We would go as a group.

‘‘She appeared in so many different shapes. One time she
was carrying Jesus Christ.”’

Question - “‘Did you see that apparition?”’

““Yes. I did. As an infant. Yes, it really was amazing how
you could see those shapes...was from head to toe in this col-
orful costume. Blue and white. Just like the statues. (She was)
very, very bright. A very bright light...”’

Question - She seemed made of light?”’

““‘Right...So many...tried to take pictures and when they
had their pictures developed they were just light...

‘““There would be two people standing next to each other
and one would see her and the other would not... We had
neighbors who were Moslems and we took them with us and
they saw her... Some of the (Moslems) believe in her. They
were so curious and they wanted to see and wanted to know
and they saw her... (Mrs. Wagih again commented that the
ability to see the apparition of the Virgin at times depended
on personal views and attitudes.) N
~ Question - “‘Did you see the bird forms?”’

““Yes. They were real pigeons.”’

Question - ‘““Were they luminous?”’

““No. They were real... They were not lights. They came
out of the domes. There were nights when she did not
appear...”’

““‘Question - ‘‘Did she (the apparition) walk about. Did you
see her move?”’ ,

““Oh, yes. Sometimes she would bend.” (Mrs. Wagih
demonstrated how the apparitional figure made the sign of
the cross.) ‘‘She would move around. You could see her.
Sometimes she was not on the church. She moved around the
trees that surrounded the church.”’

Question - “‘Did you see her away from the church?”’

““Oh, yes... We were sitting outside the fence...”’ (A barrier
surrounding the church.)

Question - ‘‘How close did you get to the apparition?”’

‘‘...a few hundred feet. But you could still see her... There
were many people behind and they could see her too.”

Question - ““Could you see her face?”’

““No. Not like seeing a person. No. Just like the shape we
are used to.”’ (The traditional depictions of the Virgin.) ‘‘We
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know her pictures and we know her appearance from the pic-
tures before us and she was much the same.”’

Question - ‘“‘Did you see her in the sky or did you see her
primarily about the domes?”’

‘““Around the church most of the time. Around the trees
surrounding the church.” (Mrs. Wagih did not see the ap-
parition in the sky.)

Question - “‘Did you ever see her on the ground?’’

““No. We always had to look up to see her...

“‘She cured many people...”’

Question - ‘““How many times did you see her?”’

““So often. We were so anxious to go. Sometimes we went
every night after school. We would go home and have dinner
and rest and then go and spend the night. I have seen her so
many times.”” (Mrs. Wagih said that she had actually lost
count after many sightings.)

Question - ‘‘Over thirty?”’ (I picked an arbitrary number so
that an estimate could be made.)

““Yes. Much over that.”

Question - ‘‘Did you ever see or smell the clouds of incense
over the church?”’

““Yes... It smelled different from the incense that we used
to have. A completely different smell. It would come like a
cloud and then it would disappear in thin air. When she (the
Virgin) went it would go after her. It would disappear
again.”’

Question - ‘“Was the incense ever inside the church?”’

““The priest said so. Usually we were not allowed in the
church at that time of night. We used to go at 9:00 p.m. and
stay to 6:00 in the morning. We would stay the whole night.”’

Question - ‘“Was the government renting chairs at that
time?”’

““That was the year after... For about a whole year
everybody brought their own chairs or blankets and put them
on the street, and we would sit or lie there...”

Question - ‘““When you saw the apparition did you see any
accompanying figures?’’

““No, I didn’t...the only one I saw with her was Jesus
Christ the Infant. Holding him in her arms.”

Question - ‘““Was she life size?”’

““Oh, yes. She wasn’t just a miniature. No.”’

Question - “‘Did you see any of the star-like lights or other

lights in the sky?”’
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““No...sometimes she used to stay there for hours. It wasn’t
just minutes...she would disappear and come again. She used
to stay there for hours. She was praying with us as though she
was joining us to pray because we needed help...

*‘My whole family, my father and my mother. They all saw
her...”
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1.  St. Mary’s Transfigurations, Coptic Orthodox Church of St.
Mary & St. Antonios, N.D., p.5

2. Ibid., pp. 6, 7.*
3. Ibid., pp. 11, 12, 13.
4, 1bid., pp. 13, 14,

5. Ibid., pp. 15, 16.
*Perm1551on to publish granted by the publishers, Culligan
Publications, Inc., Tan Books & Publishers, Inc.
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PURPOSES OF THE SOCIETY

Founded in 1961, the Southern California Society for Psychical Research
is dedicated to education and research in parapsychology.

Through lectures and classes, the Society’s programs offer members and
non-members exposure to all aspects of the field of parapsychology.

While the Society does not take a corporate view regarding para-
psychology, one of its assumptions is that the field deserves wide public
awareness and education.

The Society promotes and supports parapsychological research. Members
of its Research Committee investigate spontaneous cases of alleged
paranormal phenomena. In addition, the Society offers financial support
for parapsychological research.

To apply for membership in the Society or to request further informa-
tion, contact the Southern California Society for Psychical Research, Inc.,
P.O. Box 3901, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359, (213) 936-0904.
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