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I. INTRODUCTION 

The numerous anomalies and claims of the paranormal sur­
rounding Natuzza Evolo, the reknowned Italian medium, healer, 
bilocator and stigmatic, have long warranted an English-language 
investigation. Associated with Natuzza's stigmata, is also the 
phenomenon of haemography. In light of the fact that claims 
regarding her phenomena span nearly five decades, attested to 
by many reputable professionals; that Natuzza accepts no remunera­
tion for her consulting; and that she has never been observed in 
any fraudulent behaviors, the Board of Directors of the SCSPR 
determined that this case deserved inquiry. The purpose of this 
paper, as well as that in this journal by Raymond Bayless, is to 
present the preliminary findings of a case investigation of Natuz­
za Evolo conducted by the Southern California Society for 
Psychical Research during September of 1984. 

The Southern California Society for Psychical Research was 
first introduced to Natuzza Evolo (hereafter referred to only as 
"Natuzza") via an unpublished Italian manuscript by Valerio 
Marinelli. Marinelli, a professor of engineering at the University 
of Calabria, in Southern Italy, had conducted interviews with 
Natuzza and obtained testimony from scores of individuals pur­
ported to have had paranormal experiences with Natuzza. Pro­
fessor Marinelli is one of only three persons provided the oppor­
tunity to interview Natuzza in some depth. 

We were advised early in our investigation that SCSPR 
researchers would not be afforded the opportunity of conducting 
a thorough parapsychological case investigation: virtually all 
correspondence with parties in Italy (Marinelli, Satriani, religious 
leaders, witnesses, physicians, etc.) reminded the SCSPR that 
people would not cooperate with Americans conducting any type 
of inquiry into Natuzza. Consequently, the SCSPR decided to 
modify its objectives of achieving a thorough scientific investiga­
tion work with Natuzza, and focus instead on attainment of basic 
information and data which might corroborate or discount previous 
documentation ofNatuzza's alleged paranormal "powers". (See 
Marinelli, 1983 and Satriani, 1982). 

It was toward this end that Michael Nanko and Elizabeth 
McAdams went to the south of Italy, accompanied by an Italian 
interpreter, to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To interview Professor Marinelli regarding his research 
on Natuzza; 
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2. To obtain independent interviews of experients named m 
Marinelli's work; 

3. To secure original testimony from individuals not 
previously surveyed; 

4 . To interview Natuzza regarding her ostensible psi abilities; 
5. To observe her procedures for consulting with people who 

come to her home; 
6. To document that Natuzza exhibits stigmata; and 
7. To document the haemography phenomena said to occur 

when her stigmatic wounds are wrapped with hankerchiefs 
or other cloth coverings. 

ll. BRIEF BACKGROUND ON CULTURE AND AREA 

Natuzza was born and has lived her entire life in the village 
of Paravati, in the Province of Calabria, the southernmost region 
of Italy. It is a mountainous region lying between the Adriatic and 
Terrynian Seas with flatland comprising less than 10% of the 
800km of mountainous coastline. The region is predominantly 
devoted to agriculture, and the villagers subsist on a frugal, but 
dignified family income. To the visitor from an industrial 
society, entering Paravati feels Jike a step backward in time, the 
culture and ideologies of the people strikingly distin~t fro~ ~~e ! _ 
more cosmopolitan North. Oxen-carts and corner shrines· are c6in- '! 
mon sights here, where men and women socialize in segregated ~ 
groupings outside their stone-facade homes (Custom dictates that " 
widowed women sit facing inside their homes and away from the 
street). 

Professor Piero Cassoli, President of the Center for Para­
psychology Studies in Bologna, describes the region in which 
Natuzza lives as the "profound south", "a magical milieu ... " 
(Note 1). It is an area spattered with beliefs in sorcery, witchcraft, 
charms and spells. 

ill. BRIEF BACKGROUND ON NATUZZA EVOLO 

"Natuzza Dei Morti" (Natuzza of the Dead) 

Natuzza is a 60-year-old woman, 1 born at Paravati, where 
she has lived her life in poverty. She is short-statured, with the 

1 According to Marielli . in his Natuzza of Paravati: Servant of Man, Natuzza 
was born in approximately 1922. 
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characteristic appearance of a Calabrian country woman. It is 
reported that Natuzza received early religious instruction commen­
surate with her contemporaries, but she never attended primary 
school. She is completely illiterate. Friends and relatives must help 
her to answer the hundreds of letters she receives from many parts 
of the world. At the age of 14, Natuzza was taken into domestic 
service in the home of the attorney Silvio Colloca and his wife, 
where she came to live. On leaving the Colloca home years later, 
she married Pasquale Nicolace, a fellow countryman and carpenter, 
with whom she had five children. 

Although there are several sketchy accounts of earlier paranor­
mal phenomena, it was here at the Colloca house where 
Natuzza's asserted paranormal abilities first manifested and drew 
attention. The first such event occurred while Mrs. Colloca was 
walking in the country with Natuzza, when Mrs. Colloca noticed 
the appearance of foamy blood on Natuzza's foot, with no evidence 
of any wound present. At the request of the Collocas, Drs. 
Domenico and Giuseppe Naccari examined Natuzza and reported 
that it was a "perspiration of blood" and that Natuzza appeared 
to be perfectly healthy. This incident proved to be the precursor 
of what would be scores of other per~;pirations of blood which sur­
faced over the years from her feet, hands, face, breast, shoulders, 
and back. 

Mrs. Colloca relates having overheard and observed Natuz­
za on many occasions purportedly in conversation with the Saints, 
with Jesus, Mary, and other "defunct" souls. Frequently during 
her adolescence, Natuzza would enter a trance or epileptic-like 
state while "communicating" with the dead or with the angels. 
It is from these discarnate entities that Natuzza claims to receive 
psychic information. By the age of 15, Natuzza was considered 
a medium within the local communities. 

Related to this phenomenon of blood perspiration, and even 
more remarkable, is the production of haemography. This con­
sists of the spontaneous, independent rearrangement of particles 
of blood to form designs, inscriptions and symbols (always of 
religious character) upon hankerchiefs or cloths which come in 
contact with wounds or profusions on Natuzza's body. The first 
manifestations of this phenomenon occurred when Natuzza was 
16 years old, in the Cathedral of Mileto, upon receiving the Sacra­
ment of Confirmation. After receiving the Sacrament, Natuzza 
discovered, after feeling her shoulder to be wet, the image of a 
cross (of about Scm) formed in blood on her undershirt. The gar­
ment was sent by the monsignor to the bishop of the Diocese of 

- 8 -



Mileto and forwarded to officials at the Catholic University of the 
Sacred Heart in Milan; however, no conclusions were drawn. 

In the following years, the haemographies increased in 
number, becoming more elaborate. Claims were also being made 
by townsfolk of Natuzza visiting them in bilocation, as well as 
beliefs in her ability to diagnose medical conditions even unknown 
to the individual. People have reported healings after invoking 
Natuzza's assistance. She also provides "psychic" help in other 
matters (e.g., locating lost objects, missing persons, etc.). 

It was around the age of 30 that Natuzza first encountered 
the stigmata, developing wounds corresponding to those tradition­
ally depicted as those which were suffered by Christ. 

Natuzza herself insists that these phenomena occur completely 
independent of her will, completely uninfluenced by her own voli­
tion. She ascribes her remarkable abilities to the angels, Jesus, 
the Madonna, and the Saints. Although Natuzza is commonly 
regarded as something of a living saint, it would appear that her 
ardent Catholicism embodies interpretations peculiar to herself. 
Father Salvatore Sangeniti, (past pastor of the Paravati Catholic 
Church, and now head of the seminary in Mileto), described 
Natuzza's belief system to me as being often naive, and may con­
tradict or confuse interpretations and teachings of the Catholic 
Faith. "Natuzza often mixes up the stories that are in the Bible 
and will advise differently than the Church would.'' He is, 
however, quite supportive of Natuzza. "She does not want 
fanaticism or to be a substitute for the Church. She is not hurting 
anyone because she is not a fraud or taking money. There is nothing 
for the Church to worry about. In fact, she has stimulated interest 
in the Church ... Natuzza believes in Christ to the fullest." (Note 
2). 

IV. VISITS WITH NATUZZA 

For nearly 40 years, four days a week, Natuzza has received 
the hundreds of people who seek her counsel. Most are there to 
ask for news of their deceased loved ones, others with questions 
concerning their own health or that of their relatives. The SCSPR 
research team met with Natuzza on two occasions. This necessitated 
arriving at her home before 7:00A.M. to gain admittance when 
her door opened at 8:00A.M. The crowd enters into an anteroom, 
beyond which is a small chapel and past that, a garden. To the 
immediate right is a small room in which Natuzza receives visitors, 
in which after waiting for hours, most will spend only up to ten 
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minutes with Natuzza. Once inside the house, some of the pilgrims 
will pray before the altar, some find seating; others wait adjacent 
to the receiving door awaiting their tum for an audience. Group 
songs or prayers may break out spontaneously in the crowd. Even 
so, an implicit waiting system appears in operation. A few patrons 
with more pressing needs will plead their way closer to the front, 
but for the most part, visitors are received in the order in which 
they arrived. 

Present at our first visit with Natuzza were myself(MN), 
Elizabeth McAdams, our interpreter, Anna Leva (AL), and Mfs. 
Leticia Rotella, a life-long resident of Mileto, who with her hus­
band, Mr. Fortunato owned the pension in which we stayed in 
Mileto. On this morning, after waiting at Natuzza's home for 
several hours, we were befriended by a women there who offered 
to arrange an appointment for us with Natuzza later that afternoon 
so that we might have a longer audience with her. Upon our return 
there were still over one hundred people waiting to see her. Natuzza 
informed us that she would not grant an interview ''because there 
are too many who need my help." She told us that she could only 
talk with us for a short time. We were able to present a few ques­
tions; however, for probing questions she referred us to Professor 
Marinelli. 

On a more personal level, MN presented Natuzza with a 
photograph of a male relative. He stated that this individual had 
been missing for "some time" and could she comment on his situa­
tion. Natuzza replied, "He is dead and in Paradise." This target 
person had in fact died in 1973. Next, each individual in the room 
questioned Natuzza about his/her own health. However, she 
responded only in general terms. 

The second meeting with Natuzza occurred 8 days later. For 
this meeting MN was accompanied by AL, Vernon Miller, GM, 
and LRS (Note 3). Aside from some general (nonveridical) infor­
mation Natuzza also offered some ostensible psi information. As 
planned, AL asked Natuzza to provide information about two of 
her relatives. Natuzza correctly informed AL that the younger of 
the two was dead and the older one was alive. More interesting­
ly, Natuzza elaborated on the unique and troublesome nature of 
the relationship between the two relatives. MN followed by ask­
ing Natuzza to tell him the whereabouts of his father whom he 
stated he had not seen in years. Natuzza said, "He is dead and 
in Purgatory - pray for him.'' The fact is that he died almost 11 
years ago. 

Vernon Miller, who served as photographer for part of the 
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Natuzza investigation and who was the official photographer for 
the international team that studied the Shroud of Turin ( 1977) asked 
Natuzza a line of questions related to the Shroud. She responded 
with, "It is the burial cloth of Jesus, it is genuine, but science 
can never prove it.'' 

Natuzza next provided some provocative responses to ques­
tions of health. MN first asked Natuzza to provide a prognosis 
on his mother whom he presented as critically ill. Natuzza insisted 
that MN's mother was "in good health and does not suffer." This 
was a deceptive question and MN's mother was in good health. 
Natuzza went on next to tell AL that LRS has a ''serious bone 
sickness and that she needs to trust doctors.'' AL was instructed 
by Natuzza to wait until a more opportune time to discuss this 
comment with LRS. When confronted with this comment, LRS 
reluctantly disclosed that she does suffer from a rare bone disease, 
osteomyelitis, but with iatragenic etiology. Furthermore, Natuz­
za told AL "you hav_e a bleeding and you're thinking that the cause 
of it is a cyst- that is not true. You have a 'fibroma' in the uterus. 
You need an operation, so don't waste time. "Not sure what she 
told AL, Natuzza asked "What is a fibroma?" Natuzza's ''psychic 
" diagnosis of AL's condition was disturbingly accurate. Just two 
days previous AL had not been feeling well and just one day earlier 
she began to have abnormal bleeding. 

As soon as she was able, AL returned to Florence (Italy) to 
undergo a thorough medical examination. Two weeks later we 
heard from AL. In her own words: "I have been to the doctor 
and he told me there is something strange in my uterus - it seems 
I had a lot of fibromata, but now I only have the wounds of it. 
He also said it is a miracle. So my situation is fair and I have to 
visit the doctor every few months because it was a cancer. Anyway, 
I have a lot of pain and will have to take medication f(x 2 or 3 
years - but this is OK because I thought i had to have an opera­
tion." (Note 4). 

Natuzza would not submit to any systematic questioning or 
to any obvious testing of her abilities. She asserted that the illnesses 
and injuries she '' percci ves'' in others only happen when the angels 
are present. Natuzza disclaimed that she is responsible for any 
"healings" that occur in her presence or subsequent to an audience 
with her. It may be of interest to note that faith healers or the like 
are outlawed in Italy and some "healers" have been prosecuted. 
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V. BILOCATION AND HAEMOGRAPHY 

As previously mentioned, the SCSPR team met with several 
witnesses to N atuzza' s purported bilocations and haemographies. 
Some historical accounts of bilocation appear to be well-researched 
in the canonization proceedings of the Catholic Saints by Prospera 
Lambertini, including the more contemporary investigation done 
on Padre Pio. Bilocative phenomena are equally known in the Hin­
du, Buddhist, and Tantric literature of the great swamis and yogis. 
In parapsychology proper, Osis and Heraldsson ( 1976) have pro­
vided some documentation of O'ltensible bilocation. Psi researchers 
of the OOBE also project that their work may eventually shed some 
light on the understanding of this phenomenon. 

Marinelli ( 1978-83) has been able to document some fifty -
five cases of Natuzza's bilocation, which he believes represent 
only a fraction of the actual incidence. In over twenty cases he 
reports Natuzza's appartion is seen by witnesses. In several cases 
apparitions of the dead are seen with Natuzza. In others, Natuz­
za's voice is heard but no apparition is seen. In thirteen incidents, 
Natuzza's bilocating self was reported to perform physical 
behaviors such as opening and closing doors, knocking over ob­
jects, flicking lights, pulling hair, de. In ten cases the apparition 
lett behind bloodstains or haemographies at the reported site of 
the hilocation. 

Haemography, the paranormal patterning of bloodstains on 
cloth, is directly related to the stigmata in Natuzza's situation. The 
blood which tlows from Nat uzza ':-: wounds and sweating pores 
during Holy Week (the week preceding Easter) has been reported 
to spontaneously rearrange It) form sacred symbols which are 
always associated with the Christian Faith. Emblems or figures 
such as crosses. hosts, monstrances, chalices, rosaries, bleeding 
hearts, crowns of thorns, praying figures, angels. the face of Jesus 
and the Madonna, have all been documented to appear in 
hemography. In fewer cases the blood composes phrases of 
religious content, and in a variety oflanguages (e.g. Italian, French, 
Latin. Greek, Aramic, and English). 

Martinelli claims to have reviewed over one hundred of these 
haemographies. MN had the opportunity to examine more than 
twenty-five individual articles of haemography purportedly pro­
duced by Natuzza. 

Various combinations of Natuzza's bilocations and 
haemographies have been reported by individuals interviewed by 
Martinelli and MN. Other testimonies have reported bilocation 
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or haemography occurring alone. These testimonies are numerous 
and detailed. Accounts of some of the interviewees are presented 
here in summarized form . Experients report having witnessed a 
combination of Natuzza'a phenomena on several occasions: 

1. Professor Maria Mantelli lives in Catanzaro, 1 OOkm from 
Paravati. She has known Natuzza for about fifteen years and has 
had numerous paranormal experiences with her. Her daughter, 
Ida Mantelli, is a physician who attends to Natuzza during Holy 
Week. Ida first encountered Natuzza during a hospitalization for 
complications from the stigmata. Dr. Mantelli reports finding 
haemographies on the pillows and sheets ofNatuzza's hospital bed. 
Dr. Mantelli herself applied a handkerchief for 20 minutes to 
Natuzza's wrist on one occasion. She claims that the blood form­
ed into a French-language statement which transhlted ''I am the 
Immaculate Conception.'' 

Another event transpired while Dr. Mantelli was talking with 
Natuzza by telephone from Professor Mantelli's home. Dr. 
Mantelli wanted to meet with Natuzza, but it was not possible. 
When Ida hung up the telephone , she and her mother noticed the 
word "Nana" which was fingered in what appeared to be a breath 
mark on the window. "Nana" was the pet hame which Natuzza 
used for Dr. Mantelli. The moisture from the apparent breath was 
on the outside of a fourth-story window . Neither of the Mantellis 
could explain the event as being anything other than an "endear­
ing" visit from Natuzza , who wanted to be with them. Both Dr. 
Mantelli and her mother stood together throughout the entire phone 
conversation with Natuzza. Professor Mantelli found bloodstains 
on her drapes and tablecloth on two other occasions after conver­
sing with Natuzza. 

Professor Mantelli relates an occasion on which she asked her 
husband, Samuele, to pick up Natuzza and take her to the hospital, 
where she was to be admitted for her heart condition. Samuele, 
being basically afraid of Natuzza, wanted to decline, but then con­
ceded that he would wait until the following morning before do­
ing so. Upon awakening, he found on his pillow a fresh 
haemography in the form of a cross about two to three centimeters 
in size. At this startling find, Samuele left immediately to pick 
up Natuzza. Upon arrival, and before he could speak, Natuzza 
told him that the haemography was a gift to him for coming to 
pick her up. 

Professor Mantelli claims to have had many other experiences 
with Natuzza bordering on the paranormal, one of which concerns 
the death of the professor's father. During the three days preceding 
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her father's death, Professor Mantelli tried unsuccessfully to reach 
Natuzza by telephone to discuss her father's worsening condition. 
However, within ten minutes of his death, Natuzza phoned Pro­
fessor Mantelli and said, ''He died, but he will go on to Paradise." 
Professor Mantelli insists that there was no way that Natuzza could 
have known of her father's aggravated condition or death. 

2. Mrs. Carmelina Fratini, of Giao Taura (25 km from 
Paravati), relates the following two accounts of bilocative visits 
made to her by Natuzza. The first visitation occurred late at night 
in March 1971: "I was breastfeeding my newborn baby when I 
heard the door open and felt a sensation of cold. Initially I was 
stunned, but then a comforting, peaceful feeling came over me. 
I remember turning to see a woman entering the room. She came 
toward me, paused for a moment, and while I tried to recognize 
her, she went toward the door and shut it behind her, as if she 
did not want to be recognized .. .I thought it must be my aunt or 
Natuzza. The next day I went to Natuzza to ask her what she 
thought of this experience. Before I could say anything, however, 
Natuzza told me to cover up my daughter better at night so as she 
would not fall ill. In fact, I had been breastfeeding my baby that 
night without covering her properly . I was convinced that it was 
N atuzza who came to . me. ' ' 

The second event occurred several years later: "It was about 
10:00 P.M. on a winter night. I had just gone to bed, but was 
still completely awake. Suddenly, I saw my deceased father, Natuz­
za, and a luminous figure which I did not recognize. I was afraid 
at first, but soon I decided to speak, asking, 'Natuzza, if it is really 
you, please let me know -please give me a sign! ' A moment later 
I heard the curtain rod strike the wall three distinct times ... My 
father had a serene face and smiled at me for several seconds. 
His aspect was completely real, and he was wearing clothes he 
wore around the house. Natuzza was also clearly distinguishable . 
When I discussed this event with Natuzza, she told me she was 
at my house with my father and an angel." 

Mrs. Fratini displayed to me numerous cloths and garments 
containing haemporaphies, recounting in detail the history of each. 
They include personal hankerchiefs brought new and placed over 
Natuzza's wounds, as well as gifts from Natuzza of her garments 
stained with haemographies over the shoulder area and rib area, 
corresponding to where Christ was said to have been pierced with 
a lance . 

. Signora Fratini related a subsequent bilocative experience in 
which Natuzza left physical evidence of her presence in the form . 
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of haemography. While preparing the afternoon meal one day, 
she felt a presence in the kitchen, yet she observed that the doors 
and windows to the kitchen were closed. She then felt a slight 
breeze which directed her attention to the table. She noticed that 
the napkins she had placed on the table had fallen to the floor. 
and on retrieving them noticed one to be covered with fresh splot­
ches of blood which had formed into haemographies. She is con­
vinced that no one could have entered the kitchen through the closed 
doors without being noticed. 

3. Professor Giuseppe Lacquaniti (Rosarno) told of Natuz­
za's bilocation and appartitional events that he experienced. 
However, a more dramatic apparitional visit was had by his mother 
(Carmela) and father (Vinccnzo). Together, this couple saw 
Carmela's deceased father, her deceased uncle, and Natuzza as 
a·n apparition. The three figures appeared as a "combined enti­
ty" with their body aspects merged together and with a lighted 
thumb (like a candle tlame) in front of them. Vincenzo and Carmela 
spoke nothing of this experience. However, when they went to 
see Natuzza, she verified for them in specific ways that she had 
been there that evening. 

4. Mr. Fortunato, owner and operator of a small pensione 
,md trattoria in Mileto rather reluctantly related to us a provocative 
interaction he had with Natuzza. Several years ago, Fortunato went 
to see Natuu.a with two fellow truckers to "kind of give Natuzza 
a hard t imc, to badger her." Essentially, th.:y thought she had 
no special abilities and were quite skeptical. When they arrived. 
Natuzza c:une out of her receiving room, picked them out of a 
crowd to admonish them and order them to leave. This response 
thoroughly ~urpriscd hnll!nato for how could she have known of 
their intentions? A rtcr giving the matter some thought, Fortunato 
decided to go hack un his own to sec Natuzza. When he got in 
to meet with Natu:tJ.a, she went into a mild trance and spoke in 
the voice of Fortunato\; brother. Moreover, she used this dead 
brother's mannerisms, style of talking, ami related some intimate 
details about his childhood together with Fortunato. Natuzza had 
never known this man. 

5. Mrs. Minici Pisani (Catanzaro), along with her daughter 
(24 years old), observed her deceased husband and Natuzza pass 
through their hallway one evening and in good light.. Neither Mr. 
Pisani or Natuzza spoke. On two other occasions when Mrs. Pisani 
and her daughter asked Natuzza to put them "in touch" with the 
deceased Mr. Pisani, there would be subsequent poltergeist-type 
activity. 
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6. Michael Lucisano, a civil engineer (Catanzaro) was ex­
tremely skeptical ofNatuzza. However, he had an experience one 
night that still perplexes him. He relates, "I had trouble sleeping 
one night . .. I could sense a presence, a burglar I thought. I went 
to the kitchen to check the noise. I clearly remember keeping the 
light off in the bedroom so as not to alert the prowler. There was 
no one there. Puzzled, I returned to the bedroom and found that 
my light was on! I quickly checked all around. I looked under 
the bed, in the closets, bathrooms, etc. Finally, I sat down to think 
about this situation. Some moments later I saw the form of Natuzza 
in the hallway. She passed by very quickly; as she did, the hall 
lights went on and off three times. There was also a strong scent, 
a perfume that pervaded the room. Before I could move she vanish­
ed." Lucisano went on to assert that it is virtually impossible for 
anyone to get into his high-security, second-story home. 

These experiences are only a few of the many accounts given 
us by individuals we interviewed. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Basically, when we investigate a proclaimed psychic, our main 
objective is to ascertain whether he or she possesses genuine ability 
or whether the individual is a charlatan. In this limited investiga­
tion conducted on Natuzza, we found no evidence of fraud nor 
any accusations of fraud . This is remarkable when one considers 
the numbers and diversity of persons with whom she has interacted 
for the past fifty years or more . Moreover, we must reiterate that 
Natuzza does not take credit or any remuneration for what she 
does (unlike most mediums or psychics). She also works to 
discourage the fanaticism that has followed her all these years. 
As far as mediums are concerned, Natuzza is in a class by herself. 

Natuzza may be one of these "magical" individuals who seem 
to facilitate a psi field around them. For example, many people 
claim to have been "healed" merely by her presence, and hun­
dreds have had paranormal experiences during or subsequent to 
a visit with Natuzza. She definitely has a strong influence on the 
religious, social-psychological, and emotional expectations of those 
with whom she comes into contact. For our investigation, Natuz­
za was found to be more than an ample "guesser" with regards 
to our questions about health and the status of our relatives 
(alive/deceased). However, we must note that Natuzza would not 
submit to any formal or systematic experimentation . It has been 
suggested by one Italian writer, a psychiatrist, (Puc a, 1949) that · 
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the phenomena that surround Natuzza are due to her "hysterical" 
personality. It is possible Natuzza may possess histrionic qualities 
or delusional symptomatology with regard to the onset and 
maintenance of the stigmata, and her contact with the dead, Saints 
and angels. However, the phenomena associated with Natuzza can­
not be explained away by clinical labels and processes. In fact, 
there is no evidence for the psychiatric explanation. 

The physical evidence of haemographies may be one of the 
most likely avenues to further document and investigate Natuz­
za's ostensible psi abilities. The claims of the loci, processes, and 
outcomes of the hemographies are so fantastic that this investigator 
cannot yet speculate as to how they are produced in plain sight 
of witnesses. Are the witnesses hypnotized, credulous and gulli­
ble? Is it slight of hand or malobservation? Is there mass illusion, 
mass conspiracy or contagion involved? Is there a psychokinetic 
influence on the part of Natuzza, or on the part of the observer 
(or a combination thereof)? Or, as the proponents ofNatuzza and 
the researchers who are pro-survival theorists would have it, is 
there a supernatural involvement? 

Natuzza Evolo 



Although case studies in and of themselves cannot provide 
"proofs," they can yield suggestions. They can suggest about the 
process of psi and provide insights into psi phenomena not sup­
plied by the laboratory or generated from armchair theory-building. 
Much was learned in this first exploratory documentation of the 
case of Natuzza. It is clear there is a need for more research. 
Systematic or process-oriented research is necessary, albeit highly 
improbable or impossible. Independent exploration by other para­
psychologists, impartial medical specialists, and magicians sen­
sitive to cultural differences would certainly help generate some 
clarification or conclusions. The phenomena of haemography need 
to. be witnessed first-hand by such observers, and filmed. For now, 
Natuzza remains an enigma to the field of psychical research. 

The hands of Natuzza Evolo during the stigmatic bleeding. 
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A sample of haemography 

Photographs by Vernon Miller, Professor of Photography, 
Brooks Institute and researcher, Shroud of Turin Project. 
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General Observations 
Raymond Bayless 

Since the publication of A Study of the Bilocative Phenomena 
ofNatuzza Evolo, n.d., by Professor Valerio Marinelli, a second 
work by this author titled Natuzza of Paravati: Servant o( Man 
was issued in 1983. It contains a number of new examples of Natuz­
za's phenomena which offer the typical rich variety of manifesta­
tions described by previous witnesses, and include paranormal 
voices, movements of objects, stigmata, haemography, abnormal 
music, paranormal perfumes, hi-locations and apparitions represen­
ting the dead. Certain cases are more fully described and in con­
sequence must be regarded as of a more evidential nature. 
However, it must be remembered that if some cases as described 
are genuine, then less evidential cases cannot be dismissed. 

There are, roughly speaking, two kinds of evidence testify­
ing to the reality of psychic phenomena. One is that resulting from 
laboratory experimentation preferably capable of replication. The 
second is evidence resulting from the statements of witnesses either 
single or collective. The first category is perfectly accepted ex­
cepting, of course, periodic disclosures of experimental fraud. 

The second, the compilation of accounts from collective 
witnesses is a thoroughly useful tool of science in general, and 
most certainly highly useful in parapsychology. Today, however, 
this type of evidence has to some extent fallen upon evil days. 
The great emphasis is placed upon experimental laboratory studies 
preferably resting on the pillar of statistics, and the second category 
of evidence is frequently dismissed with disdain. This is an un­
fortunate and highly limited attitude and is truly most unscientific 
in nature. 

To be exact, those witnesses who have seen a new phenomenon 
may be compared to the scouts of an army who bring vital and 
necessary information regarding a main body of troops and equip­
ment lying out of sight. A commander who disregarded such in­
formation would not win many battles and a parapsychologist who 
disregarded well-witnessed "anecdotal" phenomena would most 
certainly remain locked in a limited sphere of admitted phenomena. 

There arc many happenings in our world that cannot he taken 
into the laboratory and many that cannot be consistently replicated. 
For example, titantic waves occasionally are encountered at sea 
that can rise to a height of 150 feet or possibly more. A cyclone 
can be well observed with or without instruments but it too can-
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not be brought into the laboratory nor can it be replicated. 
Simply put, scientific evidence is not limited solely to the laboratory 
nor is it absolutely dependent on replication. If this were so, a 
great deal of what is known today would still remain unknown. 

Much astronomical phenomena obviously cannot be brought 
into the laboratory nor consistently replicated, but in spite of this 
they are subject to both visual and instrumental observation. 

Anthropology, particularly in its earlier days, was specially 
dependent on personal observation and much of its material was 
gathered by single and collective witnesses. 

Clearly, a great aggregation of spontaneous and "semi­
spontaneous" phenomena can best be studied by reviews of the 
observations by witnesses. Apparitions, for instance, representing 
the dead, and for that matter apparitions representing the living, 
which were reported by those who had witnessed them, played 
a great part in the structure of those classics, Phantasms of the 
Living and the Census (~f Hallucinations and following collections 
of spontaneous incidents. 

The establishment of an incident by a number of reasonable 
witnesses is part and parcel of our legal system and with occa­
sional error proves to be a useful instrument for establishing fact. 
When a psychical phenomenon has been observed by a large 
number of witnesses, both by lay and professional people, then 
a good case for the reality of the effects has been presented and 
cannot be ignored. 

It is true that this is not formal "scientific proof" but the lack 
of this final cachet docs not by any means subtract from its validi­
ty. And in fact, if sufficient reasonable witnesses testify to the reali­
ty of a phenomenon, then for all practical purposes it can be regard­
ed as fact and further progress can be made. A beachead has been 
etablished and can be followed by further study. 

Some phenomena arc simply not subject to experimental 
replication and must be studied by the observations of witnesses. 
In many cases the conditions that exist can be equal to those in 
any laboratory, from a practical basis. 

There have been quite a few "physical" mediums producing 
major psychokinetic phenomena during sitting after sitting, fre­
quently under laboratory or ncar-laboratOI)' conditions. To appease 
the wounded sensibilities of the fiercely conservative, purist para­
psychologist, perhaps such a series of repeated psychical 
phenomena can he termed "limited replication," but regardless 
of terms genuine major physical phenomena have been obtained 
during a series of experiments and on many occasions. To name 
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a few of the psychics who were capable ot such teats, Eusapia 
Palladino, Rudi Schneider, Stanislawa Tomczyk, and D.D. Home 
will serve as representatives of their class. 

Two of the main objectives of Mr. Nanko's investigation were 
the gaining of independent interviews of witnesses named in Pro­
fessor Marinelli's first work (the second work was not obtainable 
at that time) and obtaifling original testimony from witnesses not 
previously surveyed. Both of these objectives were accomplished. 

Those interviewed by Mr. Nanko who had originally been 
interviewed by Marinelli fully confirmed their earlier testimony. 
This is an extremely important point, showing clearly that other 
cases reviewed by Marinelli must also be given the greatest con­
sideration. It can be said, then, that both Mr. Nanko's study and 
the work of Professor Marinelli have established a prima facie 
case of the greatest importance. 

It must be noted that Natuzza in Mr. Nanko's presence gave 
what may be tcm1ed "mediumistic" observations, and even though 
presented under "informal" circumstances, proved quite accurate 
involving knowledge that she could not have known normally. This 
fact, of course, bears directly on the entire subject of her reported 
phenomena. 

PROFESSOR MARINELLI'S SECOND BOOK 

ln Professor Marinelli's second work, Natuzza of Paravati: 
Servam <~(Man, a review of the phenomena of Natuzza is presented 
as well as numerous new cases. Rather than review all, a very 
few examples will be lightly sketched for the reader. 

During a Mass, Natuzza wiped her brow and immediately 
after, figures of blood were seen on her handkerchief. 

In order to obtain a haemographic "drawing" in blood, An 
drea Perrilli placed her handkerchief on the right wrist of Natuz­
za and immediately the figure of a heart formed in blood appeared. 

Italia Giampa testified that she personally wiped Natuzza 's 
face with her own handkerchief and immediately found the typical 
figures of blood formed on it. 

A handkerchief was given by Professor Giovanna De Chiari 
to Natuzza which she placed on her wrist. The handkerchief was 
then opened and a blob of blood was seen. As Dr. De C'hiari 
watched, writing formed letter by letter. 

Professor Maria Mantelli. who figured in Marinelli's first 
:Tport, placed her handkerchief on Natuzza's wrist and let it rest 
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there for twenty minutes. Natuzza was under Professor Mantelli's 
observation for the full time. When the handkerchief was 
removed many symbols in blood were found on the portion of the 
cloth which had not touched Natuzza's wrist. 

Natuzza was under treatment for a gland problem and was 
bandaged by her doctor. When he unwrapped the bandage the por­
tion over her heart revealed in blood an incomplete prayer. As 
the bandage was unwrapped - seve.n or eight layers - the prayer 
was completed layer by layer. Several doctors were satisfied that 
fraud had not taken place. 

Because of its relationship to that remarkable subject paranor· 
mal music, an incident must be mentioned described by Signor 
Fortunato Rotella di Mileto. He described how he heard in Natuz­
za's presence what sounded like the singing produced by a 15-20 
voice choir. Signor Fortunato it should be noted, is the owner of 
the hotel in which Dr. Elizabeth McAdams, Mr. Nanko and their 
interpreter stayed. 

In this second book Professor Marinelli not only reviewed 
new cases but referred to previous examples given in his first 
report. These cases, both old and new, reflect the wide range of 
reported phenomena but for the purpose of this study, attention 
is given primarily to Natuzza's hilocations, with and without visible 
appilritions, and her haemographs, the production of symbols and 
words created from blood originating from her. 

The hacmographic phenomenon is obviously of tremendous 
importance. As Professor Marinelli writes: "Many people have 
been able to observe with their own eyes the formation of the 
haemography. '' Natuzza was at the home of Professor Giovanna 
De Chiara and also present were Professor Giovanna's two sisters 
Nella and Rosetta. Suddenly all noticed that a stigmatic wound 
on Natuzza's wrist was bleeding. A handkerchief was given her 
by Professor De Chiara which was then placed over the wound 
by the stigrnatist and held there for lO or 15 minutes. The 
handkerchief was then handed back to Professor De Chiara who 
opened it and seeing bloodstains placed it on a table. As all wat­
ched the blood " ... started to move to one side of the handker­
chief and vertically spell out the nameS. Valeriano Martire." The 
remaining blood also moved about creating a figure which was 
interpreted to be a representation of Saint Valeriano. When the 
handkerchief was given back to its owner who had requested a 
haemograph, it was then determined that he was devoted to that 
Saint. 
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HISTORICAL PRECEDENCE 

The purpose of this short discussion is to underl inc the rela­
tionship of Natuzza's phenomena to those encountered with 
preceding stigmatist/mystics and thus to assess their historical 
precedence. Even though the relationship of phenomena hctween 
mystics is well known, mention should be emphasized once again. 

A very prominent facet of her phenomena includes the reported 
diagnosis and healing of disease. However, for the purpose of this 
study these extremely important activities will only be mentioned. 

The bilocations of previous stigmatist/ mystics can he found 
throughout the literature of religious mysticism. To mention two 
very well-known examples. the hi locations of Therese Neumann 
and Padre Pio have been dcscrihcd in various books and can be 
considered a matter of common knowledge. 

To offer one example that included two paranormal visitants 
at a sick bed, the apparition of Padre Pio was seen accompanied 
by another apparitional monk. This case was dcsnihcd hy Signora· 
Ersilia Mahurna who by letter had invoked the aid of Padre Pio. 
Her husband was in a coma resulting from an onslaught of tlu. 
Her telegraph repeating her first request was sent Feb. 27, 1947, 
and early the following morning her husband stated that he had 
seen the great stigmatist with another monk and that they had told 
him that he would recover within a few days. A strong odor of 
violets filled the room, an odor closely associated with the stigmata 
of Padre Pio. Eventually, the Mahurnas met Padre Pio and Signor 
Mahurna recognized him as one of the men he had seen in his 
sickroom. Padre Pio also recognized Signor Mahurna. 

Various accounts of the bilocations are easily available and 
can be found in the several books and pamphlets describing the 
life of Padre Pio. 

During more than one of his bilocations, Padre Pio was reported 
to have deliberately left objective traces of his presence. The 
following example illustrates this point. 

One afternoon while in prayer Padre Pio appeared to a very 
sick young girl of 14 and after his visitation he placed his hand 
on her bed sheet, smiled and then vanished. Cured, the girl rose 
to kiss the spot where Padre Pio had placed his hand and found 
a cross created by 5 spots of blood left on the sheet. This relic 
is carefully preserved under glass. 

Awareness of distant events and private information has been 
so frequently noted with many of the great mystics that it needs 
little further attention. Again, to use the example of Padre Pio, 
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he constantly referred to events and thoughts that were complete­
ly unknown normally. This ability was continually displayed by 
St. Jean Vianney, the Cure of Ars, just to mention another well 
known example. 

The statements of Catholic mystics referring to their awareness 
of guardian angels are paralleled by Natuzza's references to see­
ing the guardian angels of her visitors and viewers of her apari­
tional forms. As she has noted, these guardians appear to her as 
male children from 8 to 10 years of age. 

St. Francesca of Rome, for example, insisted for many years 
that she saw her guardian angel and at her confessor's command 
described him: "His stature is that of a child of about nine years 
old ... He wears a long shining robe ... " 

Paranormal perfumes have been so consistently reported with 
many types of paranormal religious phenomena - as well as secular 
-that their presence with Natuzza needs little comment. To offer 
one example, Professor Marinelli remarks in A Study of the 
Bilocative Phenomena of Natuzza Evolo that "Mr. and Mrs. 
Gualtieri Romano have also told me that they are certain of many 
other visits of Natuzza to their house, located by the sound of 
footsteps, the perception of perfumes, and the appearance of a 
bloodstain on a napkin ... '' 

Telekinetic phenomena-the term in this case is used strictly 
to refer to the movement of objects without normal contact -
has been reported frequently with Catholic mystics. The paranor­
mal movmement of the host during communion to the communi­
cant has been reported many times, and this evidence is of such 
a quality that it cannot be easily ignored. One better-known ex­
ample was described by St. Jean Vianney who told how a host 
paranormally '' ... detached itself from my fingers while I was 
yet a good distance from him (the communicant) and went and 
placed itself upon the tongue of that man." The most available 
source for information pertaining to this particular phenomenon 
is Chapter IV of The Physical Phenomena of Mysticism by Herbert 
Thurston. 

Natuzza's stigmata are extremely complex and even bizarre 
and include the forms of crosses, figures and faces. But again there 
is historical precedent for patterned stigmata though in much 
simpler form. Two examples will be given. 

Rev. Charles M. Carty in Padre Pio: The Stigmatist includes 
a statement by Dr. Festa who performed the surgery for a hernia 
which had severely trouble Padre Pio: 

"For the love of truth and exactness I must only add ... that 
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the wound appears fresh and bright red, in the form of a cross, 
and with brief, but evident luminous radiations which are releas­
ed from the edges." 

The length of the cross "Measured about 7 centimeters or 
two and three-fourths inches. The width of the short arm ... is 
four centimeters or one and one-half inches." 

The Dominican Madre Maria de Ia Visitacion, who was pro­
bably a victim of Spanish politics, particularly during the Armada 
yca}r, was a dnoted stigfmatist . 1 Pieceskof1 1in~nh which s~e pbr

1
essd-cd .I 

to 1er woun s were requent y mar ·ct wit crosses m oo . 
As paranormal music of various orders has been reported with 

Natuzza, it must be mentioned that the presence of abnormal music 
has been reported in the presence of Catholic mystics on numerous 
occasions and in varied form. 

Richard Rolle, who is called the "Father of English 
Mysticism", encountered "sweet ghostly song" on several oc­
casions and mentions his personal experiences in The Fire (~f Love. 
He wrote: "For when I was sitting in the same chapel. .. I heard 
above me the noise of harpers, or rather of singers.'' 

Even though this music was apparently only heard by Rolle, 
accounts do exist which tell of music heard by witnesses accom­
panying mystics. In a very old account, it is said that a week before 
the death of Saint Chad, angelic singing was heard above his cell. 

At the death of Saint Guthlac, a disciple in~istcd that he had 
''heard angelic songs through the regions of the air." Fr. Herbert 
Thurston wrote that ''These statements are derived from the Life 
of the Saint by his contemporary Felix, and the general trustwor­
thiness of the biography in question is disputed by no one.'' 

More modern examples exist, of course, and it is well-known 
that abnormal music was reported in the presence of the mediums 
D.O. Home and Stainton Moses and others. Spontaneous abnor 
mal music has also been reported in anecdotal accounts of value. 

Mystical paranormal effects of course, have many parallels 
in the realm of general psychical phenomena. Although other 
similarities exist between the Catholic mystics and Natuzza, these 
notes are sufficient to demonstrate that her phenomena have strong 
historical precedent. 
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NOTES 

l. Personal communication with Dr. Piero Cassoli in June 1984. 
2. Personal communication with Father Sangeniti in September 
1984. 

3. The full names of GM and LRS are on file with the SCSPR. 

4. Follow-up information on Anna Leva's condition was receiv­
ed over the telephone and by two letters immediately following 
her return to Florence. 
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